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Abstract

As a political novel that advocates violence against the Qing
government by then revolutionists, Free Marriage brings severe
criticism of the society to the fore. The novel, replete with strong
political motivations, is under the guise of translation for two reasons:
first, it can attract target readers due to the popularity of the translated
works at that time; second, it can evade censorship from the authority.
Translation is not an end but a means of “resistance” and even
“engagement” for the pseudotranslators. Pseudotranslation is the
quintessence and the most radical form of activism translation. By
catering to the dominant ideology in society, the pseudotranslator
brings the revolutionary or even subversive role of translation during
transitional periods into full play.
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