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A study on the strategies for promoting the Chinese
language in the South Asian community in
Hong Kong: An analysis of the actual language
situation and education policy for Chinese
language in Hong Kong

Leung Wai-mun

Abstract: According to the 2011 population census, a total of 451,183 people belonging to ethnic minori-
ties were residing in Hong Kong in 2011. South Asian Hongkongers, whose origins include India, Pakistan,
and Nepal, numbered over 60,000, the majority of whom are permanent citizens of Hong Kong. However,
because they often lack Chinese language proficiency and experience cultural differences, they face many chal-
lenges in integrating into Hong Kong’s mainstream community; language barriers can also hinder promotion
to a higher level of education and employment opportunities, making upward social mobility an unreachable
dream and leading to regional social issues. This paper argues that, in order to improve South Asian
Hongkongers’ situation, it is important to help them attain an appropriate competency in Chinese. Further-
more, curriculum and teaching materials should be diverse in accordance with students’ real experiences in
daily life and actual needs. For instance, if a course targets South Asian employees, the materials can be more
career-oriented to include the local workplace culture and language use in various workplace contexts, so that
learners may master useful and skilful expressions and better adapt to the specific work environment. For
secondary school students, Chinese teaching should be comprehensive and target-oriented. On one hand,
secondary school Chinese courses should combine language practice and cross-cultural interaction in the
curriculum design, which will strengthen students’ linguistic knowledge of Chinese and deepen their sense of
identity as Hongkongers. On the other hand, teaching plans and objectives need to fulfil the requirements of
the society, such as helping students realize the trends of the job market and set goals for their future. Given
the above-mentioned aspects, in this paper the language surveys conducted in 2009 and 2014 will be analysed
to provide some corresponding suggestions in the hopes that gdvernment—granted teaching resources will be
allocated more reasonably and efficiently.

Key words: Hong Kong, South Asians, promotion of Chinese language, actual language situation, edu-

cation policy
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