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Perception of Mandarin Sibilants by Beginning Chinese Learners

LI Bin SHAOJing CHEN Si

Abstract Alveolar sibilants in Mandarin Chinese are rare in other languages, and are consi-
dered hard to distinguish for non-native speakers. We investigated how Korean learners of Chinese
perceived these consonants, and explored influences of phonetic (dis)similarity on foreign language
speech learning. Korean speakers showed sensitivity to contrasts of places but were confused by
those involving manners. Their perception was also affected by vowel contexts. Our findings were
discussed further within the Perceptual Assimilation Model and the Automatic Selective Perception
Model.

Key words Alveolar sibilant, Mandarin consonant, Speech perception, Korean consonant,
Chinese as a foreign language
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7.

Bfsg 1. FEEREF7E.

(SN I/~ <IN NI (NS VAN &N N { AN
P21 AN NN AN AN S NN RN/ SN /AN 1N
W R XL K.

PR 2. B 1L B2 POUEBEE S IPA B SR

.
POEHHE IPA
s-C /s/-/tsh/
s-z /s/-ts/
z-C /ts/-/tsh/
sh-ch Is/-/ts?/
zh-ch Its/-/tsh/
sh-zh ls/-1ts/
Jq Nte/-/te"/
q-x Iteh/-/e/
j-x te/-le/
c-ch /tsh/-/tgh/
c-q /tsh/- /teh/
ch-q /tgh/-/teh/
s-sh /s/-1s/
sh-x /s/-le/
s-X /s/-le/
z-zh ts/-/ts/
zh-j Its/-/te/
Z-j Its/-/te/

Z M T ORI OB S Y R AR
AW, BEERAAA,. B,
HMETE & B 4E.

Email: binli2@cityu.edu.hk

B & AR S RE Y RS,
BWERAA G SAMUE S
Email: jing.shao@polyu.edu.hk

Br B FBIETOCE T SO RE S R B E
R, WA, SEIERY. DUE
A EERNGITHRAE,

Email: sarah.chen@polyu.edu.hk

62



