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Interaction inside and outside the Court:
the Institutional Evolution and the Folk
Influence of the Qing Court Theatre

HU, Guangming

Abstract

Existing research on the Qing court theatre has tended to pay attention
to the foundation and development of Shengpingshu 5->F5& in the late Qing
period, but there were insufficient research on how the court theatre affected
the folk theatre. From the perspective of the interaction inside and outside
the court, this article examines the institutional evolution of the Qing court
theatre and its influence on the folk theatre. Firstly, in the early Qing dynasty,
the institutions of court theatre of Nanfu 5/ and Jingshan 5%[1] unified the
ceremonial and moral edification under the management of the Neiwufu A
¥5JF . The abolition of the yuehu 4= system changed the identities of the
actors and deeply affected the ecology of the folk theatre. Secondly, with the
institutional evolution from Nanfu and Jingshan to Shengpingshu, the folk
actors were moving in and out of the court. These actors’ movement created
opportunities for exchange between the court theatre and the public theatre.
Thirdly, under the framework of Neiwufu, the court theatre participated in
the management of the national theatre, through the Jingzhongmiao Liyuan

Gonghui & B EFFLE /N in Beijing and the Laolangmiao Liyuan Zongju

* Instructor, Department of Chinese Culture, The Hong Kong Polytechnic

University
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ZHBEAZLERE S in Suzhou, with the officials of Nanfu and Shengpingshu
given the specific duties of selecting the actors, assimilating drama texts,

and exercising censorship on the folk performances.

Keywords: court theatre, folk theatre, institutional evolution, Neiwufu,

Shengpingshu
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