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(57) ABSTRACT

A voltage balancing circuit is applied to a power supply
system. The power supply system comprises N power stor-
age devices. The voltage balancing circuit comprises: N
switches, N capacitors and a controller; the N switches are
respectively connected to the N serial power storage
devices; the N switches are respectively connected to the
first terminals of the N capacitors; the second terminals of
the N capacitors are connected to a common neutral line; the
controller is connected to the N switches through a control
line to control the switching of the N switches. The voltage
balancing circuit avoids power loss when balancing the
voltage of a plurality of serial power storage devices, and is
small in size and low-cost, and balances voltage quickly.
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VOLTAGE BALANCING CIRCUIT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates to the technical field of
voltage equalization of series power storage devices, and
particularly relates to a voltage balancing circuit.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Rechargeable power storage devices, such as lead-acid
batteries, lithium-ion batteries and super capacitors, have
been widely used in portable devices, industrial applications,
hybrid and electric vehicles and other fields. For these power
storage devices, the voltage is limited, such as the voltage of
lithium-ion battery is about in the range of 3V~4.3V, and the
voltage of the super capacitor is usually not more than 2.7V.

In order to meet the application requirements of high
voltage applications in practical applications, the high stor-
age voltage of these power storage devices is usually
obtained by connecting a plurality of power storage devices
in series. However, during the charging and discharging of
the plurality of power storage devices in series, the voltage
imbalance of the respective power storage devices may
occur, taking the power storage device as the battery for an
example, in the charging phase, each battery in series is like
a voltage divider, because the different battery capacity
and/or battery leakage, the battery voltage will be imbal-
anced. Specifically, a battery with a smaller electrical capac-
ity will be subjected to greater voltage stress and the battery
will be damaged if the voltage stress exceeds the maximum
voltage that the battery can withstand. Therefore, for a
plurality of power storage devices connected in series, the
voltage equalization between the power storage units is very
important.

In the prior art, the voltage equalization of each power
storage unit is realized by discharging the power storage unit
having a higher voltage to the resistance. However, this
method has some drawbacks, that is, the power of high-
voltage power storage device consumed in the discharge
resistance causes additional power loss. At present, in order
to overcome the technical drawbacks of the above-men-
tioned voltage equalization method which can cause power
loss, a method of voltage equalization of non-dissipative
active batteries is proposed in the prior art, such as by using
a flyback power conversion technology or bidirectional
buck-boost power conversion technology to achieve equal-
ization of the voltage equalization circuit. Although, in these
methods, it is not necessary to consume power in a discharge
resistance; however, battery-balanced circuits based on fly-
back power converters or bidirectional buck-boost power
converters contain bulky magnetic components that can
result in larger and higher cost of balanced circuits.

Further, in order to reduce the circuit volume of the
equalization system and to reduce the cost of consumption,
in the related patents (such as U.S. Pat. No. 5,710,504), an
automatic battery voltage equalization system based on
switched capacitor technology is proposed. As shown in
FIG. 1, a battery voltage equalization circuit based on the
switching capacitor is provided by the patent, and is used to
equalize the voltage of n battery cells (Celll~Celln) in
series. In the equalization circuit of FIG. 1, it comprises n
single-pole double-throw switches (S1~Sn, n is an integer
greater than or equal to 1), n-1 capacitors (C1~Cn-1) and a
control unit; wherein, the two static terminals of any switch
of the n single-pole double-throw switches are respectively
connected to the positive electrode and the negative elec-
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trode of a corresponding battery unit; the selecting terminals
of each two adjacent switches of the n single-pole double-
throw switches are connected through a corresponding
capacitor; the control unit is used to control the n single-pole
double-throw switches to be switched off. As can be seen
from FIG. 1, the bulky magnetic components are not pro-
vided in the battery voltage equalization circuit, reducing the
circuit volume and cost consumption of the equalization
system. However, this voltage equalization circuit provides
only a charge transfer path between adjacent cell cells in a
plurality of series cells. For the entire voltage equalization
system circuit, the voltage equalization speed is limited.
Then when the number of batteries in series is relatively
large, through this voltage equalization circuit, it takes a lot
of time to achieve the voltage balance between the battery
cells. It can be seen that there is still a technical problem that
the voltage equalization circuit based on the switched
capacitor has a low voltage equalization speed and are not
suitable to the voltage equalization of the large number of
power storage unit series links.

Technical Problem

The present application provides a voltage balancing
circuit to solve the technical problems that the voltage
equalization method of the prior art power storage device
has the power consumption, the balance circuit is large in
size and the cost is high, and the voltage equalization speed
is slow, and to realize the technical effect that when balanc-
ing the voltage of a plurality of series power storage devices,
the power loss is not involved, the voltage balancing circuit
is small and low-cost and balances voltage quickly, the
circuit of the equalization circuit is small and the cost is low,
and is suitable for the voltage equalization of the large
number of power storage unit series links.

Solution to the Problem
Technical Solution

The present application provides a voltage balancing
circuit applied to a power supply system, wherein, the power
supply system comprises N power storage devices; any
power storage device of the N power storage devices com-
prises a positive electrode and a negative electrode; the
positive electrode of power storage device n of the N power
storage devices is connected to the negative electrode of
power storage device n+1 of the N power storage devices;
where N is an integer greater than or equal to 2, and n is an
integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than N; the voltage
balancing circuit comprises:

N single-pole double-throw switches, single-pole double-
throw switch i of the N single-pole double-throw switches
comprises: a selecting terminal, a first static terminal and a
second static terminal; the first static terminal of single-pole
double-throw switch i is connected to the positive electrode
of power storage device i of the N power storage devices; the
second static terminal of single-pole double-throw switch i
is connected to the negative electrode of power storage
device 1; where i is an integer greater than or equal to 1 and
less than or equal to N;

N capacitors, capacitor i of the N capacitors comprises a
first terminal and a second terminal; the first terminal of
capacitor i is connected to the selecting terminal of single-
pole double-throw switch i; the second terminal of capacitor
i is connected to a common neutral line;
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a switch controller connected to single-pole double-throw
switch i through a control line; the switch controller is
configured to control the selecting terminal of single-pole
double-throw switch i to be connected to the first static
terminal or the second static terminal of single-pole double-
throw switch 1.

Preferrably, single-pole double-throw switch i comprises:

a first metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor;

a second metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
in series connection with the first metal oxide semiconductor
field effect transistor.

Preferrably, the selecting terminal of single-pole double-
throw switch i is a connection point between the first metal
oxide semiconductor field effect transistor and the second
metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor;

a grid of the first metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor and a grid of the second metal oxide semiconduc-
tor field effect transistor are respectively connected to the
switch controller through the control line.

Preferrably, the voltage balancing circuit further com-
prises N inductors;

wherein, the second terminal of capacitor i is connected to
the common neutral line through inductor i of the N induc-
tors.

Preferrably, the N power storage devices comprises at
least one type of rechargeable batteries and super capacitors.

Preferably, the rechargeable battery is a single battery cell
or a battery pack in which a plurality of single battery cells
are connected in series, and the super capacitor is a single
capacitor cell or a super capacitor pack in which a plurality
of single super capacitor cells are connected in series.

Preferrably, wherein, the switch controller sends a control
signal to single-pole double-throw switch i through the
control line to control the connection between the selecting
terminal of single-pole double-throw switch i and the first
static terminal or the second static terminal of single-pole
double-throw switch 1.

Preferrably, the control signal is a bipolar square wave
signal or a pair of complementary unipolar rectangular wave
signals.

Preferrably, the control signal controls single-pole
double-throw switch i to be switched off at a fixed frequency
or a variable frequency.

The Beneficial Effect of the Invention

Beneficial Effect

Since in the present application, the voltage balancing
circuit comprises N single-pole double-throw switches, N
capacitors and a switch controller; wherein, the N single-
pole double-throw switches are respectively connected to
the N serial power storage devices; and the N single-pole
double-throw switches are respectively connected to N
capacitors; specifically, the two static terminals of any of the
N single-pole double-throw switches are respectively con-
nected to the positive electrode and the negative electrode of
the power storage device corresponding to the switch; the
selecting terminal of the switch is connected to the first
terminal of the capacitor corresponding to the switch; the
second terminal of the capacitor is connected to a common
neutral line; when the switch controller is connected to the
switch through a control line, the switch controller can
control the connection between the selecting terminal of the
switch and the first static terminal or the second static
terminal of the switch. Through this circuit design, when the
voltage is balanced, the power consumption of the high
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voltage storage device is not needed to be discharged on the
discharge resistance, and the heavy magnetic component is
not needed; and between any two power storage devices of
the N power storage devices, a path for the direct charge
transfer between the two power storage devices is estab-
lished, which solves the technical problems that the voltage
equalization method of the prior art power storage device
has the power consumption, the balance circuit is large in
size and the cost is high, and the voltage equalization speed
is slow, and realizes the technical effect that when balancing
the voltage of a plurality of series power storage devices, the
power loss is not involved, the voltage balancing circuit is
small and low-cost and balances voltage quickly, and hence
is suitable for the voltage equalization of the large number
of power storage unit series links; the circuit of the equal-
ization circuit is small and the cost is low.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Description of Drawings

In order to more clearly illustrate the embodiments of the
present application or the technical solutions in the prior art,
the following drawings, which are intended to be used in the
description of the embodiments or the prior art, will be
briefly described. It will be apparent that the drawings in the
following description Is an embodiment of the present
invention, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
other drawings may be obtained in accordance with the
provided drawings without paying creative work.

FIG. 1 provides a schematic diagram of a battery voltage
balancing circuit based on a switching capacitor in the prior
art;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a voltage balancing
circuit, according to an embodiment of the present applica-
tion;

FIGS. 3A-3B are schematic views showing the internal
structure of any single-pole double-throw switch according
to an embodiment of the present application;

FIGS. 4A-4B are schematic views of the two operating
states of the voltage balancing circuit, according to an
embodiment of the present application;

FIG. 5 is a circuit schematic diagram of voltage balancing
for a plurality of series battery packs provided by an
balancing circuit, according to an embodiment of the present
application;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a low switching noise
balancing circuit for an integrated inductor, according to an
embodiment of the present application.

EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

A voltage balancing circuit is provided by the present
application, which solves the technical problems that the
voltage equalization method of the prior art power storage
device has the power consumption, the balance circuit is
large in size and the cost is high, and the voltage equalization
speed is slow, and realizes the technical advantageous effect
that when balancing the voltage of a plurality of series power
storage devices, the power loss is not involved, the voltage
balancing circuit is small and low-cost, and balances voltage
quickly, the balancing circuit is small and the cost is low, and
is suitable for the voltage equalization of the large number
of power storage unit series links.

In order to solve the above technical problems, the overall
idea of the embodiment of the present application is as
follows:
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The embodiment of the present application provides a
voltage balancing circuit applied to a power supply system,
wherein, the power supply system comprises N power
storage devices; any power storage device of the N power
storage devices comprises a positive electrode and a nega-
tive electrode; the positive electrode of power storage device
n ofthe N power storage devices is connected to the negative
electrode of power storage device n+l of the N power
storage devices; where N is an integer greater than or equal
to 2, and n is an integer greater than or equal to 1 and less
than N; the voltage balancing circuit 100 comprises N
single-pole double-throw switches, single-pole double-
throw switch i of the N single-pole double-throw switches
comprises: a selecting terminal, a first static terminal and a
second static terminal; the first static terminal of single-pole
double-throw switch i is connected to the positive electrode
of power storage device 1 of the N power storage devices; the
second static terminal of single-pole double-throw switch i
is connected to the negative electrode of power storage
device 1; where i is an integer greater than or equal to 1 and
less than or equal to N; N capacitors, capacitor i of the N
capacitors comprises a first terminal and a second terminal;
the first terminal of capacitor i is connected to the selecting
terminal of single-pole double-throw switch i; the second
terminal of capacitor 1 is connected to a common neutral
line; a switch controller is connected to single-pole double-
throw switch i through a control line; the switch controller
is configured to control the selecting terminal of single-pole
double-throw switch i to connect to the first static terminal
or the second static terminal of single-pole double-throw
switch 1.

It can be seen that in the embodiment of the present
application, by designing a voltage balancing circuit com-
prising N single-pole double-throw switches, N capacitors
and a switch controller; wherein, the N single-pole double-
throw switches are respectively connected to the N serial
power storage devices; and the N single-pole double-throw
switches are respectively connected to N capacitors; spe-
cifically, the two static terminals of any of the N single-pole
double-throw switches are respectively connected to the
positive electrode and the negative electrode of the power
storage device corresponding to the switch; the selecting
terminal of the switch is connected to the first terminal of the
capacitor corresponding to the switch; the second terminal
of'the capacitor is connected to a common neutral line; when
the switch controller is connected to the switch through a
control line, the switch controller can control the connection
between the selecting terminal of the switch and the first
static terminal or the second static terminal of the switch.
Through this circuit design, when the voltage is balanced,
the power consumption of the high voltage storage device is
not needed to be discharged on the discharge resistance, and
the heavy magnetic component is not needed; and between
any two power storage devices of the N power storage
devices, a path for the direct charge transfer between the two
power storage devices is established, which solves the
technical difficulties that the voltage equalization method of
the prior art power storage device has high power consump-
tion, the balance circuit is large in size and the cost is high,
and the voltage equalization speed is slow, and this invention
realizes the technical advantageous effect that when balanc-
ing the voltage of a plurality of series power storage devices,
the power loss is avoided, the voltage balancing circuit is
small and low-cost and balances voltage quickly, the circuit
of the balancing circuit is small and the cost is low, and is
suitable for the voltage equalization of a large number of
power storage unit series links.

25

40

45

55

6

In order to better understand the above-described techni-
cal solution, the above-described technical solution will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings and specific embodiments, and it is to be under-
stood that the specific features of the embodiments of the
present application and the embodiments are detailed with
respect to the technical solutions of the present application.
The present application is not limited to the technical
solution of the present application, and the technical features
of the embodiments of the present application and the
embodiments may be combined with each other without
conflict.

Embodiment One

Referring to FIG. 2, the embodiment of the present
application provides a voltage balancing circuit 100 applied
to a power supply system. The power supply system com-
prises N power storage devices, such as N batteries; any
power storage device of the N power storage devices com-
prises a positive electrode and a negative electrode; the
positive electrode of power storage device n of the N power
storage devices is connected to the negative electrode of
power storage device n+1 of the N power storage devices;
where N is an integer greater than or equal to 2, and n is an
integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than N; the voltage
balancing circuit 100 comprises:

N single-pole double-throw switches 101, single-pole
double-throw switch i 101_; of the N single-pole double-
throw switches 101 comprises: a selecting terminal 101_i1,
a first static terminal 101 _;2 and a second static terminal
101_:3; the first static terminal 101_;2 of single-pole double-
throw switch i 101_7 is connected to the positive electrode
of power storage device i of the N power storage devices; the
second static terminal 101_i3 of single-pole double-throw
switch 1 101_i is connected to the negative electrode of
power storage device i; wherein i is an integer greater than
or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N;

N capacitors 102, capacitor i 102_i of the N capacitors
102 comprises a first terminal 102_i1 and a second terminal
102_i2; the first terminal 102_i1 of capacitor 1 102_i is
connected to the selecting terminal 101_i1 of single-pole
double-throw switch 1 101_i; the second terminal 102_i2 of
capacitor i 102_i is connected to a common neutral line 103;

a switch controller 104 connected to single-pole double-
throw switch 1 101_i through a control line 105; the switch
controller 104 is configured to control the selecting terminal
101_71 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i to be
connected to the first static terminal 101_;2 or the second
static terminal 101_i3 of single-pole double-throw switch i
101_i.

In the detailed implementation, please refer to FIGS. 3A
and 3B, single-pole double-throw switch 1 101_; comprises:

a first metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
(that is first MOSFET) 101_ia;

a second metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
(that is second MOSFET) 101_ib in series with the first
metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor 101_ia.

Further, the selecting terminal 101_i1 of single-pole
double-throw switch 1 101_7 is a connection point between
the first metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
101_ia and the second metal oxide semiconductor field
effect transistor 101_ib.

Specifically, according to the different polarity of its
channel, the metal oxide semiconductor field effect transis-
tor (MOSFET, Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect
Transistor) can be divided into the N-channel type with
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electronic accounted for most and the P-channel type with
holes accounted for most, which are commonly known as
N-type metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
(NMOSFET) and P-type metal oxide semiconductor field
effect transistor (PMOSFET). Thus, the internal structure of
single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i consists of the
following two situations:

1) The first MOSFET 101_ia and the second MOSFET
101_:b are both N-channel MOSFETs or P-channel MOS-
FETs:

Specifically, referring to FIG. 3A, which is the schematic
view showing the internal structure of single-pole double-
throw switch i 101_; when the first MOSFET and the second
MOSFET are both N-channel MOSFETs. Single-pole
double-throw switch 1 101_; consists of two P-channels or
N-channel MOSFETs in series. Wherein, the source of the
first MOSFET 101_ia is connected to the drain of the second
MOSFET 101_ib, and the connection point is the selecting
terminal 101_i1 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_;
the drain of the first MOSFET 101_ia is the first static
terminal 101_:2 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i;
the source of the second MOSFET 101_ib is the second
static terminal 101_i3 of single-pole double-throw switch i
101_;. Besides, the situation is similar when the first MOS-
FET and the second MOSFET are both P-channel MOS-
FETs, and are not described here.

2) The first MOSFET 101_ia is the N-channel MOSFET
and the second MOSFET 101_:5 is the P-channel MOSFET,
or the first MOSFET 101 _ia is the P-channel MOSFET and
the second MOSFET 101_;b is the N-channel MOSFET:

Specifically, referring to FIG. 3B, which is the schematic
view showing the internal structure of single-pole double-
throw switch 1 101_; when the first MOSFET 101 _ia is the
N-channel MOSFET and the second MOSFET 101_;b is the
P-channel MOSFET. Single-pole double-throw switch i
101_: consists of one P-channel MOSFET and one N-chan-
nel MOSFET in series. Wherein, the source of the first
MOSFET 101 _ia is connected to the source of the second
MOSFET 101_ib, and the connection point is the selecting
terminal 101_i1 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_;
the drain of the first MOSFET 101_ia is the first static
terminal 101_:2 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i;
the drain of the second MOSFET 101_;5 is the second static
terminal 101_i3 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i;
the grid of the first MOSFET 101_ia is connected to the grid
of the second MOSFET 101_ib. Besides, the situation is
similar when the first MOSFET is the P-channel MOSFET
and the second MOSFET is the N-channel MOSFET, and are
not described here.

In conjunction with FIGS. 3A and 3B, in both cases
described above, a grid of the first metal oxide semiconduc-
tor field effect transistor 101_ja and a grid of the second
metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor 101_ib are
respectively connected to the switch controller 104 through
the control line 105.

Further, the switch controller 104 sends a control signal to
single-pole double-throw switch i 101_; through the control
line 105 to control the connection between the selecting
terminal 101_i1 of single-pole double-throw switch i 101_i
and the first static terminal 101_;2 or the second static
terminal 101_i3 of single-pole double-throw switch 1 101_i.
In the specific implementation process, according to the
different internal structure of single-pole double-throw
switch 1 101_j, the control signal is a bipolar square wave
signal or a pair of complementary unipolar rectangular wave
signals. The following will be described in detail with
reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B:
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1) First, referring to FIG. 3A, when the first MOSFET
101_:a and the second MOSFET 101_;ib are both N-channel
MOSFETs, the switch controller 104 generates a pair of
complementary unipolar rectangular wave signals (104a,
1045); at this time, the control line 105 comprises two
control sub-lines (105a, 1055). Wherein, the switch control-
ler 104 is connected to the grid of the first MOSFET 101_ia
through the control sub-line 105a to send the rectangular
wave signal 104a to the first MOSFET 101_ia; the switch
controller 104 is connected to the grid of the second MOS-
FET 101_ib through the control sub-line 1055 to send the
rectangular wave signal 1046 to the second MOSFET
101_ib. Besides, the situation is similar when the first
MOSFET and the second MOSFET are both P-channel
MOSFETs, and are not described here.

2) Then, referring to FIG. 3B, when the first MOSFET
101_:a is the N-channel MOSFET and the second MOSFET
101_ib is the P-channel MOSFET, the switch controller 104
generates a bipolar square wave signal 104¢; further, the
switch controller 104 is connected to the grid of the first
MOSFET 101_ia and the grid of the second MOSFET
101_ib through the control sub-line 105 to send the square
wave signal 104¢ to the first MOSFET 101_ia and the
second MOSFET 101_ib. Besides, the situation is similar
when the first MOSFET is the P-channel MOSFET and the
second MOSFET is the N-channel MOSFET, and are not
described here.

In the present embodiment, the internal structure of the N
single-pole double-throw switches 101 is not limited to the
two specific embodiments shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. Any
other embodiment of the single-pole double-throw switch
may be applied to the voltage balancing circuit 100 of the
present application. It is to be noted that the clock phases for
respectively controlling the N single-pole double-throw
switches 101 (101_1, . . ., 101.N) becoming high (that is the
selecting terminal is connected to the first static terminal) or
becoming low (that is the selecting terminal is connected to
the second static terminal) must be separated in time, and a
reasonable safety margin must be set between the high
switch clock phase and the low switch clock phase to
prevent the circuit from being short-circuited.

According to the voltage balancing circuit of the present
embodiment, the realization principle is described in detail
below:

First, referring to FIG. 4A, when the switch members
(101_1, . . ., 101_N) of the N single-pole double-throw
switches 101 are all controlled to be high by the switch
controller 104 (that is any switch member, such as the
selecting terminal 101_i1 of single-pole double-throw
switch 1 101_; is connected to the first static terminal 101_:2,
i ranging between 1 and N), the N capacitors 102 corre-
sponding to the N single-pole double-throw switches 101 are
connected to the anode of the corresponding power storage
devices through the switch. Specifically, the capacitor 102_1
is connected to the anode of the power storage devices B1,
the capacitor 102_2 is connected to the anode of the power
storage devices B2, . . . , the capacitor 102_N is connected
to the anode of the power storage devices BN; and then any
two capacitors of the N capacitors 102 are charged or
discharged to the power storage device between the first
static terminals of the two switches to which the first
terminals of the two capacitors are connected. Specifically,
the capacitors 102_1 and 102_2 are charged or discharged to
the power storage device B2; the capacitors 102_1 and
102_3 are charged or discharged to the power storage device
group B2-B3; the capacitors 102_1 and 102_N are
charged or discharged to the power storage device group
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B2-B3- . . . -BN; the capacitors 102_2 and 102_3 are
charged or discharged to the power storage device B3; the
capacitors 102_2 and 102_N are charged or discharged to
the power storage device group B3- . . . -BN; the capacitor
102_3 and 102_N are charged or discharged to the power
storage device group B4- . . . -BN.

Then, referring to FIG. 4B, when the switch members
(101_1, . . ., 101_N) of the N single-pole double-throw
switches 101 are all controlled to be low by the switch
controller 104 (that is any switch member, such as the
selecting terminal 101_i1 of single-pole double-throw
switch 1 101_; is connected to the second static terminal
101_s3, i ranging between 1 and N), the N capacitors 102
corresponding to the N single-pole double-throw switches
101 are connected to the cathode of the corresponding power
storage devices through the switch. Specifically, the capaci-
tor 102_1 is connected to the cathode of the power storage
devices B1, the capacitor 102_2 is connected to the cathode
of the power storage devices B2, . . ., the capacitor 102_N
is connected to the cathode of the power storage devices BN;
and then any two capacitors of the N capacitors 102 are
charged or discharged to the power storage device between
the second static terminals of the two switches to which the
first terminals of the two capacitors are connected. Specifi-
cally, the capacitors 102_1 and 102_2 are charged or dis-
charged to the power storage device B1; the capacitors
102_1 and 102_3 are charged or discharged to the power
storage device group B1-B2; the capacitors 102_1 and
102_N are charged or discharged to the power storage

device group B1-B2- . . . -BN-1; the capacitors 102_3 and
102_N are charged or discharged to the power storage
device group B3-B4- . . . -BN-1.

FIG. 4A shows that the switch members of the N single-
pole double-throw switches 101 are all controlled to be high,
and FIG. 4B shows that the switch members of the N
single-pole double-throw switches 101 are all controlled to
be low, and these are the two working states of the voltage
balancing circuit of the present application. In the specific
implementation process, the switch controller 104 sends a
control signal to the N single-pole double-throw switches
101, and the frequency at which it controls all the switch
members (101_1, . . ., 101.N) of the N single-pole double-
throw switches 101 to be high or low is a fixed frequency or
a variable frequency, that is the control signal controls any
switch (such as single-pole double-throw switch i 101_7) of
the N single-pole double-throw switches 101 to be switched
on/off at a fixed frequency or a variable frequency, in order
to achieve an alternating switching of the two working states
of the voltage balancing circuit.

In the process of alternately switching between the two
working states, a power storage device having a high voltage
is discharged to a power storage device having a low
voltage. For example, when the voltage of the power storage
device B3 is higher than the voltage of the power storage
device B1, in the working state shown in FIG. 4A, the
electric charge will flow from the power storage device
group B2-B3 to the capacitors 102_1 and 102_3; further, the
balancing circuit is switched to the working state as shown
in FIG. 4B, equal amounts of charge are released from the
capacitors 102_1 and 102_3 to the power storage device
group B1-B2. During the entire process of charge transfer,
the amount of charge flowing into and out of the power
storage device B2 is the same, that is, the charge is actually
transferred from the power storage device B3 to the power
storage device B1; Likewise, when the voltage of the power
storage device B1 is higher than the voltage of the power
storage device B3, and when the two working states shown
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in FIGS. 4A and 4B are alternately performed, the charge is
transferred from the power storage device B1 to the power
storage device B3 through the capacitors 102_1 and 102_3.
This actually means that the two capacitors 102_1 and
102_3 provide a path between the power storage device B1
and the power storage device B3 for the direct transfer of
charge. Similarly, the capacitors 102_1 and 102_2 provide a
direct charge transfer path between the power storage
devices B1 and B2; the capacitors 102_2 and 102_3 provide
a direct charge transfer path between the power storage
devices B2 and B3; the capacitors 102_1 and 102_N provide
a direct charge transfer path between the power storage
devices B1 and BN; the capacitors 102_2 and 102_N
provide a direct charge transfer path between the power
storage devices B2 and BN; the capacitors 102_3 and 102_N
provide a direct charge transfer path between the power
storage devices B3 and BN; . . . ; and so on, in the voltage
balancing circuit 100 of the present application, there is a
direct charge transfer path provided by the two capacitors
102_j and 102_k between any two power storage devices Bj
and Bk; where j and k are integers greater than or equal to
1 and less than or equal to N, and j is not equal to k.

According to the above description, it can be found that
the basic voltage balancing principle of the voltage balanc-
ing circuit 100 of the present application is: when the voltage
balancing is performed for the N power storage devices in
series connection, the charge is transferred from the power
storage device unit having the higher voltage to the power
storage device unit having the lower voltage. That is, the
power storage device unit having the lower initial voltage in
the N power storage devices is charged, the charge flows into
the power storage unit having a lower initial voltage and its
voltage gradually rises during the charge transfer process; in
contrast, the power storage device unit having a higher
initial voltage in the N power storage devices is discharged,
the charge flows out of the power storage unit having a
higher initial voltage and its voltage gradually reduces
during the charge transfer process. Further, with the alter-
nating operation of the two working states as shown in
FIGS. 4A and 4B, the voltages of the plurality of power
storage devices are changed toward a common average
voltage.

In the embodiment of the present application, the switch
controller 104 controls the N single-pole double-throw
switches to be switched off based on the control signal, so
that the N capacitors 102 are switched on/off between
charging and discharging. During the switching process, the
capacitors of the N capacitors 102 are first charged by a
power storage device having a higher voltage, and then
discharged to a power storage device having a lower voltage.
Through this charge and discharge process, the charging
current flows out of the power storage device having a
higher voltage in the N power storage devices and flows into
the power storage device having a lower voltage; further, if
the switching process is performed at a high switching
frequency, a large amount of charge is reallocated, and the
voltage of the N power storage devices will be balanced. In
other embodiments, the balancing switch (i.e., the N single-
pole double-throw switches 101) and the switch controller
104 can implement various working states of the voltage
balancing circuit of the present application in various other
ways, for example, a driving circuit is provided between the
N single-pole double-throw switches 101 and the switch
controller 104. The driving circuit is used to realize various
working states of voltage balancing circuit through optical
or magnetic coupling, and there is no specific limitation
here.
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In the specific implementation process, in the N capaci-
tors 102, the larger the capacitance value that a capacitor
has, then more charge is transferred, and the faster the two
working states shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B are alternately
switched, the more charge is transferred per unit time; that
is, the voltage balancing speed of the voltage balancing
circuit of the present application depends on the charge
transfer rate, i.e., the amount of charge transferred per unit
time. Specifically, more amount of charge are transferred per
unit time, then faster the voltage equalization rate becomes.
It is meant that the balancing speed of the voltage balancing
circuit 100 of the present application is proportional to the
switching frequency of the N single-pole double-throw
switches 101 and the capacitance values of the capacitance
members of the N capacitors 102.

In the specific implementation process, the N power
storage devices comprise at least one type of rechargeable
batteries and super capacitors; and the rechargeable battery
is a single battery cell or a battery pack in which a plurality
of single battery cells are connected in series. And the super
capacitor is a single capacitor cell or a super capacitor pack
in which a plurality of single super capacitor cells are
connected in series. Specifically, the number of the plurality
of power storage devices in series connection is not limited
by the voltage balancing circuit 100 of the power storage
device. As shown in FIG. 5, taking the power storage device
as a battery, the voltage balancing circuit 100 can also be
applied to the voltage balance of a plurality of battery packs
connected in series (that is N battery packs BP, N is an
integer greater than or equal to 2). In FIG. 5, N battery packs
BP are represented as BP1 to BPN. For the case of multiple
battery packs, in the specific implementation process, the
setting and switching control methods of the N single-pole
double-throw switches 101 are the same as those of the
previously mentioned voltage balancing for a plurality of
power storage devices connected in series; that is, in the
voltage balancing circuit 100 of the present application,
through the capacitors 102_j and 102_% connected in series,
a direct charge transfer path is provided between any two
battery packs BPj and BPk, where j and k are greater than
or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N, and j is not equal
to k. In addition, the voltage balancing circuit of the present
application is also applicable when the N power storage
devices are super capacitors or the hybrid power storage
device group consisting of batteries and super capacitors.

Embodiment Two

Referring to FIG. 6, on the basis of embodiment one, in
order to reduce the switching noise and electromagnetic
interference (EMI, Electro Magnetic Interference) when the
N single-pole double-throw switches are switched on/off,
the voltage balancing circuit 100 further comprises N induc-
tors 106; where, the second terminal 102_i2 of capacitor i
102_i is connected to the common neutral line 103 through
inductor i 106_; of the N inductors 106.

As shown in FIG. 6, an integrated body consisting of a
capacitor 102_; and an inductor 106_; connected in series
with each other is disposed on connecting line between the
selecting terminal 101_i1 of any switch 101_i of the N
single-pole double-throw switches 101 and the common
neutral line 103, so that during working process the balanc-
ing circuit exhibits properties similar to resonance. Through
this circuit design, the current flowing into or out of any of
the N capacitors 102 will be changed from zero on the
moment when the switch state of the N single-pole double-
throw switches 101 is changed, thus helping to reduce
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switching noise and EMI and providing working quality of
the circuit. In addition, in the specific implementation pro-
cess, the selected N inductors 106 may be conventional
small volume inductors that do not result to the volume of
the balancing circuit to be large.

In addition to the above-mentioned one or more specific
embodiments, the target object of the voltage balancing
circuit of the present application is not limited, that is, the
targeted plurality of series-connected power storage devices
may be constituted by at least one of a single battery cell, a
super capacitor, and a battery pack; further, in the voltage
balancing process, the energy stored in the power storage
device with high voltage is directly transferred to the power
storage device with low voltage; the voltage balancing speed
of the voltage balancing circuit depends on the switching
frequency of the plurality of single-pole double-throw
switch 101 in the circuit and the capacitance of the respec-
tive capacitor members in the plurality of capacitors 102,
and is not affected by the type and number of series-
connected power storage devices, and the balance speed is
flexible and adjustable; in addition, in this invention, it is not
necessary to use magnetic components with large volumes,
complex sensors or complex closed-loop controllers, thus
ensuring the simplicity, small size and low cost of the
balancing circuit.

While the preferred embodiments of the present applica-
tion have been described, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that other changes and modifications may be made
to these embodiments once the basic inventive concepts are
known. Accordingly, the appended claims are intended to be
construed as including preferred embodiments and all
changes and modifications that fall within the scope of the
invention.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
changes and modifications can be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the application so that
if such modifications and variations of the invention are
within the scope of the appended claims and the equivalents
thereof. The present application is also intended to embrace
such variations and variations.

The invention claimed is:

1. A voltage balancing circuit applied to a power supply
system, wherein, the power supply system comprises N
power storage devices; any power storage device of the N
power storage devices comprises a positive electrode and a
negative electrode; the positive electrode of power storage
device n of N power storage devices is connected to the
negative electrode of power storage device n+1 of N power
storage devices; wherein N is an integer greater than or equal
to 2, and n is an integer greater than or equal to 1 and less
than N; the voltage balancing circuit (100) comprises: N
single-pole double-throw switches (101), single-pole
double-throw switch 1 (101_7) of the N single-pole double-
throw switches (101) comprises: a selecting terminal
(101_i1), a first static terminal (101_;2) and a second static
terminal (101_i3); the first static terminal (101_i2) of single-
pole double-throw switch i (101_7) is connected to the
positive electrode of power storage device i of the N power
storage devices; the second static terminal (101_i3) of
single-pole double-throw switch 1 (101_7) is connected to the
negative electrode of power storage device i; wherein i is an
integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N;
N capacitors (102), capacitor 1 (102_i) of the N capacitors
(102) comprises a first terminal (102_i1) and a second
terminal (102_i2); the first terminal (102_i1) of capacitor i
(102_7) is connected to the selecting terminal (101_i1) of
single-pole double-throw switch i (101_i); the second ter-
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minal (102_i2) of capacitor i (102_i) is connected to a
common neutral line (103); a switch controller (104) is
connected to single-pole double-throw switch i (101_i)
through a control line (105); the switch controller (104) is
configured to control the selecting terminal (101_i1) of
single-pole double-throw switch 1 (101_f) to connect to the
first static terminal (101_i2) or the second static terminal
(101_i3) of single-pole double-throw switch 1 (101_7);
wherein, single-pole double-throw switch i (101_i) com-
prises: a first metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor (101_ia); a second metal oxide semiconduc-
tor field effect transistor (101_ib) in series connection
with the first metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor (101_ia);
wherein, the selecting terminal (101_i1) of single-pole
double-throw switch 1 (101_i) is a connection point
between the first metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor (101_ia) and the second metal oxide semi-
conductor field effect transistor (101_ib); a grid of the
first metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
(101_ia) and a grid of the second metal oxide semi-
conductor field effect transistor (101_ib) are respec-
tively connected to the switch controller (104) through
the control line (105);
wherein, the voltage balancing circuit (100) further com-
prises N inductors (106); wherein, the second terminal
(102_i2) of capacitor 1 (102_i) is connected to the
common neutral line (103) through inductor i (106_i)
of the N inductors (106);
the switch controller (104) sends a control signal to
single-pole double-throw switch 1 (101_¢) through the
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control line (105) to control the connection between the
selecting terminal (101_i1) of single-pole double-throw
switch 1 (101_7) and the first static terminal (101_i2) or
the second static terminal (101_i3) of single-pole
double-throw switch i (101_i) and the selecting termi-
nal (101_i+1) is connected to the first static terminal
(101_i2) or the second static terminal (101_i3) of
single-pole double-throw switch 1 (101_i+1); when the
selecting terminal (101_i1) is connected to the first
static terminal (101_;2) or the second static terminal
(101_i3), there are two capacitors and two inductors in
charging circuit or discharging circuit.
2. The voltage balancing circuit according to claim 1,
wherein, the N power storage devices comprise at least one
type of rechargeable batteries and super capacitors.

3. The voltage balancing circuit according to claim 2,
wherein, the rechargeable battery is a single battery cell or
a battery pack in which a plurality of single battery cells are
connected in series, and the super capacitor is a single
capacitor cell or a super capacitor pack in which a plurality
of single super capacitor cells are connected in series.

4. The voltage balancing circuit according to claim 1,
wherein, the control signal is a bipolar square wave signal or
a pair of complementary unipolar rectangular wave signals.

5. The voltage balancing circuit according to claim 4,
wherein, the control signal controls single-pole double-
throw switch i (101_f) is to be switched on/off at a fixed
frequency or a variable frequency.

#* #* #* #* #*



