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Abstract In 1980s the discussion about “the burdens of the intelligentsia” gave prominence to the contradiction
between brain work office job and manual labour household chores making the issue of household chores a
matter of class difference rather than gender difference. By re-reading the much-acclaimed novelette of that peri—
od At Middle Age we have come up with the following questions how did household chores become a burden?
Why was Lu Wenting viewed as an intellectual and never as a female? Who should have been the ideal and ade—
quate bearer of the household chores? How did the discussion about “the burdens of the intelligentsia” set the
stage for the large influx of maidservants from the rural area? To a small number of families hiring a housekeeper
is a means of using class difference as a solution to gender difference in household labour division. How the main-
stream society understands defines and deals with household labour reflects the restructuring of the social differ—
ences between brain and brawn urban and rural and male and female in the process of modernization in the era

of reform.

Keywords brain work manual labour gender class housekeeper
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