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On the Semantic Features and Limitative Mechanism of Noun in the
Adjective-noun Combinations as an Independent Adverbial

ZHAO Chun-li'? and SHI Ding-xu®

(1. Department of Chinese and Literature, Jinan University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510632, China;
2. Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: Based on the prosody and meaning, we discuss syntactic and semantic conditions for N2 + A as an
independent adverbial in N1 + N2 + A + de + VP. According to the external appearance, the behavior and the
internal state, N2 will be divided into nine types from concrete to abstract principles. There are determining,
eliminating and distinguishing mechanisms which presented to govern N2 combining with A as adverbial by
semantic orientation of VP and A, and whether N2 is organic or not. These mechanisms can be formally verified
by word-insertion and syntactic disassembly. They are very important for both teaching Chinese for foreign
student and natural language processing.

Key words: Adjective-noun combinations; Determining mechanism; Eliminating mechanism; Distinguishing

mechanism
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