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A Preliminary Study of the Source Materials of the Early
Northern Sung Eunuchs from the Stone Inscriptions Compiled in
the Complete Sung Prose

Koon-wan Ho*

Abstract

This article provides with scholars of Song studies the supplementary
source material on early Northern Sung eunuchs. These source materials are
basically extracted from the stone inscription that have been recently compiled
in the canonical work Complete Sung Prose (vol.l to 8). In this article, the
accounts of twenty-six eunuchs prevailed in early Northern Sung Dynasty were
examined. Some of the eunuchs mentioned in the article were high-ranking and
possessed great influence in court politics, some were merely struggling at the
bottom of the hierarchy and never known by historians. The article would
undoubtedly enrich our understandings of the Northern Sung eunuchs at all

aspects.

Key words: Complete Sung Prose, Eunuch, Stone Inscription, Emperor Sung

T’ai-tsung, Emperor Sung Chen-tsung, Emperor Sung Jen-tsung
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