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Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village

Descriptor

Building on three pilot studies conducted from 2017-2020, this 3-year funded study (GRF 15600621, HK$888,662,
2021-2024) examines the socio-spatial evolution of Tai O, a historic peri-urban settlement on Lantau Island, Hong
Kong. Settled in 1632, Tai O is distinguished by its densely packed ‘stilt houses'. Over the years, ‘boat people’ living here
have experienced colonial-era geopolitical shifts that have altered policy rhetoric oriented towards Tai O and similar
settlements, transitioning from ‘slums to be cleared’ to contemporary calls to ‘conserve its cultural heritage’. Positioned
between architectural and urban studies, and between political geography and sociology, this research draws upon
Lefebvre’s The Urban Revolution to understand legacy settlements in the context of global urbanisation; Turner’s
examination and explication of informal settlements; and Anderson’s studies of boat people. The findings demonstrate
Tai O’s evolving relationship to its geopolitical context, advancing research on stilt housing morphology and spatial
practices, boat people’s socio-spatial practices and comparisons with other settlement patterns. They also illuminate
how Tai O residents negotiate, conserve and manage the village’s cultural assets throughout developmental changes.
The research methods included an extensive literature and archival review, a novel physical survey using 3D scanning
and ethnographic studies that recorded stilt house residents’ oral histories. The research was disseminated through
lectures, exhibitions, academic papers and community engagements. The findings elucidate the distinctive physical
interconnections, customary spatial sharing and interhousehold negotiations that distinguish stilt housing; how
toleration, solidarity, household autonomy and social codependence are highly valued by stilt house inhabitants, who
connect these values to stilt housing conditions; the evolution of spatial sharing practices distinct from the formalised
and spatially delineated context of late capitalist land-use planning; and knowledge exchange and engagement within
Tai O's resident community, which has mobilised the identification of and advocacy for its cultural assets.
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Personal Profile: Associate Professor Daniel Keith Elkin

Associate Professor Daniel Elkin's research examines how social
structures and practices interact with physical environments, adopting
a historical-structural and geopolitical perspective to understand how
socio-spatial environments coevolve. He takes a particular interest in
housing and urban development through architectural and
sociological studies, contributing to research with his expertise in
digital physical surveying, ethnography, and quantitative and
qualitative analysis applied to socio-spatial theories and practices.
Elkin was the principal investigator in the Hong Kong ‘Housing and
social ethnography project’, which included a General Research Fund
(GRF)-funded 3-year collaboration between the PolyU School of Design
(SD) and the Department of Applied Social Sciences (APSS). He led the
project’'s methodological development, implementation and
dissemination for work in Tai O (see multi-component output (MCO) 1)
as well as comparative multimarket survey and in-depth pilot research
in Kowloon City and Cheung Sha Wan (MCO 2). Educated as an
architect, Elkin began his academic research career at PolyU in 2016
conducting applied research in digital fabrication. Working in Hong
Kong stimulated his interests in housing, sociology, anthropology and
the relationships between spatial and social phenomena. He is a
tenured research faculty member, received the 2021 PolyU Young
Innovative Research Award and received a 2020 Smart50 Award for
public data collection in Tai O Village.
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Research Questions

1. What impact has the changing geopolitical context around Tai O Village had on the village and on stilt housing in
terms of its development, administration and management?

2. What physical/architectural conditions and spatial usage right conditions distinguish stilt housing from other
housing patterns?

3. Do boat people have a distinct socio-spatial theory?

« Do historical and contemporary sources suggest that boat people have a distinct ‘social theory’ (i.e. a set of
ideas about how people should relate to each other and what people should value)?

« Does that social theory connect to or impact physical space and spatial usage practices to become a socio-
spatial theory of stilt housing?

4. What differentiates stilt house residents’ socio-spatial theory from its surrounding context?

5. What steps have Tai O Villagers and stilt house residents taken to negotiate developmental change and maintain or
reproduce their cultural assets?
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Research Outputs

- Conference Papers

« ‘Persistent Informality and Cultural Heritage: Stilt Housing in Tai O Village." The 11th East Asian Conference in
Alternative Geography (EARCAG), 2025. PIRA Link.

« ‘Digital Cultural Heritage Conservation: Sampling Stilt Houses in Tai O Village." International Association of
Societies of Design Research Congress 2023: Life-Changing Design, 2023.
https://doi.org/10.21606/iasdr.2023.212

« ‘Digital Conservation in Tai O Village: Point Cloud Space and Architecture Conservation Legibility.’ 9th
International Conference on New Trends in Architecture and Interior Design: 9th ICNTAD '23, 2023. PIRA Link.

« ‘Situated Knowledge Utility and Emergence in Tai O Village: A Living Lab in the Back-Loop of COVID-19.
International Social Innovation Research Conference 2021: Enabling the Change! Social innovation and
Enterprises for a Better Future, 2021. PIRA Link.

- Book Chapters

« ‘Alignments of Architecture and Commoning in Tai O Village: Architecture Critique and Fields of Adversity.’
2020. Design Commons. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5

- Visual Materials

« Point Cloud datasets: ‘3D LiDAR and Photogrammetry Scans of a Stilt House in Tai O Village - 2022 - Case’ [20
Case numbers, 023157-941756]. (Links available on later slides.)

« Oral History Transcript datasets: ‘Ethnographic Interview Transcripts from Interviews with Residents of a Stilt
House in Tai O Village - 2022' [20 Case numbers, 023157-941756]. (Links available on later slides.)
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https://ira.lib.polyu.edu.hk/bitstream/10397/112560/1/Elkin_Persistent%20Informality%20and%20Cultural%20Heritage_LQ.pdf
https://doi.org/10.21606/iasdr.2023.212
https://ira.lib.polyu.edu.hk/bitstream/10397/112610/1/Elkin_Digital_Conservation_Tai.pdf
https://research.polyu.edu.hk/en/publications/situated-knowledge-utility-and-emergence-in-tai-o-village-a-livin/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95057-6_5

Research Field & Key References

* Field 1: Urban studies concern the
development of the built environment as a
physical and social phenomenon.

- Two ideas from this field serve as a
theoretical departure point for this MCO:

« From LeFebvre: Urbanisation is historical, global

and socially ubiquitous.

* From LeFebvre: Researchers must understand
peri-urban settlements (such as Tai O) through
their historical, socio-structural relationship to
their surroundings.

« Research in this MCO departs from this
perspective by gathering literature that
contextualises contemporary stilt housing
through its history.

* Field 2: Housing research on informal
settlements concerns how people house
themselves without normative permitting
and planning.

« This MCO builds upon four ideas from this

field:

From John FC Turner: Housing is a thing people
do in response to multiple needs, not just the
need for physical shelter.

From Turner: Housing autonomy, the freedom to
specify or choose housing, facilitates the best
housing outcomes.

Research in this MCO departs from Turner’s ideas
by studying physical and nonphysical housing
conditions in a unique survey area.

From Alan Smart and Lawrence Lai: Hong
Kongese informal settlement conditions are
determined by the region’s history.

From Smart and Lai: Hong Kongese governments
have managed informality differently over time.

Research in this MCO departs from this
perspective by detailing inhabitants’ historical
and contemporary circumstances in an informal
settlement.
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Research Field & Key References

* Field 3: Research on boat people, Tai O Village
and stilt housing concerns the specific
subculture of people who live and work on
water in Hong Kong, their settlements and
their transitional stilt housing practices.

e This MCO builds on seven ideas from this
field.

« From Eugene Anderson and Hiroaki Kani: Boat
people were a Cantonese subculture that lived on
water.

« From Anderson and Kani: Their culture was like
land-dwellers’ but differentiated by habitation
patterns and an accompanying distinct social
theory.

« Research in this MCO builds on their work with a
detailed ethnography of boat people that
combines physical surveying and social analysis.

¢  From Allen Chun: Land tenure reform in colonial
Hong Kong (HK) followed a lineage village model,
which excluded boat people.

* Research in this MCO relies on Chun'’s work to
explore how HK governments managed boat
people’s habitation practices.

« From Kuah & Liu: Contemporary HK government

attitudes towards Tai O are ambiguous and
opportunistically motivated by regional
competition.

Research in this MCO builds on this idea by
exploring how this context affects stilt house
inhabitants, especially when tourism
development in Tai O intensifies.

From Gary Yeung: Stilt housing evolved from boat
people’s transitional housing practices into a
coherent architectural typology.

From Yeung: Stilt houses coevolved with boat
people’s socioeconomic development in littoral
zones.

Research in this MCO builds on Yeung's work with
a detailed physical survey of stilt houses in 2021-
22 and complements his recent work on littoral
habitation.

From Wong Wai King: Stilt housing connects to
boat people’s fishing culture extending back to
the 1600s.

Research in this MCO builds on King's local
anthropology with a detailed scientific record of
physical stilt house conditions and accompanying
oral histories.
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Notes on Multi-Component Output (MCO)
Structure

« Our workin Tai O Village involved research in
two phases.
Pilot Projects Phase
« 2017-2020.
+ Slides/pages 11-15.

« Research evaluated in Research Assessment
Exercise (RAE) 2020.

* Through this work researchers developed
connections and groundwork necessary for the
GRF-funded project phase.

GRF-Funded Project Phase - RAE 2026

« 2021-2024.

+ Slides/pages 16-37.

« Current research contributing to most recent
publications.

Top: A prototyping project typical of the pilot projects phase

Bottom: A 3D scan of a stilt house from the GRF-funded project phase
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Notes on Multi-Component Output (MCO)
Structure (Continued)

* This MCO is comprised of research on pages 16-37.

+ This includes stilt house digital surveying workflows and
20 datasets that include digital scans of stilt houses,
shown on page 20;

+ Oral history interviews and documents that include 20
transcripts of ethnographic interviews, shown on page
21;

* And drawings, analytical diagrams, and exhibition
materials that include 20 posters of drawings, diagrams,
and text, shown on pages 26-28.

« Research findings from these MCO contents are
summarized on pages 28-35.

Top: Dr. Chi-Yuen Leung interviewing a stilt house resident during the
GRF-Funded Project.

Bottom: a 3D scan of stilt house from the GRF-Funded Project Phase
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 1: Pilot Studies 2017-2020

Research began just as COVID emerged in 2019.

Dr. Chi-Yuen Leung connected with personal
contacts at the Tai O YWCA, which became our
field liaison organization (2019-2024).

Leslie Ho, YWCA project leader, connected us to
stakeholders in Tai O.

To learn about the SLB's effects, we held three
focus groups on one topic each: tourism
development, transportation and community
projects in Tai O.

We summarised focus group findings and
returned them to participants for their
feedback.

Top: A screenshot of one of the online focus groups.

Bottom: Results from the accompanying Google Forms survey.

SR ? FEHEAHIE TS

Please check whether you think the following would be very helpful, helpful, or not helpful for inclu
you in tourism development planning for Tai O.

RERED R E) RERE
Very Helpful Helpful Not Helpful

™ x2 ] R S IR B R

Better information on tourism development planning
decisions

] M x2 ] AR S B AR O T [ AR
Better ways to give feedback about tourism development
planning.
A (SR TER R

Mx1 Mx1 U e _
Community organizations to advocate for tourism
development planning changes.

] Mmx2 U : e

fic, like transit ridership

information, visitor data collection and distribution, and
seasonal trends

H O u the AL

Other (Please fill in your ideas.)
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

Pilot Project
Outcomes

A. Public feedback

session collateral (9
bilingual posters,

-19).

unused because of the
onset of COVID
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

PLANNED YIM TIN FOOTBRIDGE

Peripheral (A) B event - Support Storage

<

Program Block Diagram

Pilot Project
Outcomes

A. Site documentation,
precedent study and
schematic planning for
3 alternative schemes
for the Yim Tin Event
Space...

B. ...including further
development of 1
scheme into an
outdoor event space,
tourism education
facility and Rural
Committee office and
meeting room.

03/12/2025 | Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

Pilot Project Findings supported design initiatives meant to address increase

tourism development in Tai O Village.
* RQ1: What impact has the changing geopolitical context

around Tai O Village had on the village and on stilt * These initiatives, however, did not move forward:
housing in terms of its development, administration and - Our proposal to renovate Tai O's museum was
management? reviewed in the 2022 Lantau Conservation Fund

- RQ5: What steps have Tai O Villagers and stilt house (LCF) final round.
residents taken to negotiate developmental change and » It was not funded because the museum

maintain or reproduce their cultural assets? building's ownership was unclear, and the Rural
Committee did not provide written support.

« The CEDD did not review our Yim Tin Event Space
scheme, stating that the CEDD scheme was
already under planning review.

* Active stakeholders in Tai O noted in 2019 that tourism
development was increasing, as was traffic on
transportation and pedestrian paths.

+ They voiced interest in initiatives that would help them
understand and respond to these changes.

» Stakeholders and local administrators supported a
pedestrian traffic monitoring project in Tai O.

+ The project's findings supported stakeholders’
observations: Pedestrian traffic in Tai O increased on
weekends and public holidays, which may have been
tourism related.

+ Stakeholders and local administrators provisionally

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

Further Research: Transition to the General
Research Fund (GRF)-Funded Project

« The pilot projects followed a social innovation activist
research model.

+ They failed to affect building- or urban-scale change.

« However, they familiarised our team with Tai O Village
and with stilt houses.

« Stilt houses are threatened: These densely built, light
wooden structures are vulnerable to fires, typhoons
and flooding.

* We worked to secure a GRF grant directed towards
more sustainable pure research on stilt housing.

« The local museum renovation project could potentially
still find support from the LCF.

Top: A stilt house under construction in 2021.

Bottom: A stilt house that burned down in the same year.
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

Why stilt houses in Tai O?

Turner's books Housing by People and Freedom to Build
changed Elkin's research direction.

He increasingly explored questions about housing,
especially in relation to Turner’s theses:

« That housing is a process guided by multiple
decision-making factors.

« And that autonomy in housing
specification/choice delivers the best housing
outcomes.

He developed homewise.design (now inactive) to
gather and visualise housing data using Turner’s
‘Household Accounting Survey'.

Top: Homewise.design original entry page.

Bottom: Homewise.design sample result showing a user’s data in one of
Turner's Household Accounting ‘kite’ diagrams.

Household Accounting Survey

This survey measures your housing satisfaction using eight key
accounting metrics. Register and complete the survey to

pare your housing nd global
respondents!

John F.C. Turner developed the Household Accounting Survey to measure housing suitability.

You can find his original writing on the System in Housing by People: Towards Aut in Building

ona Kona Polvtechnic University School of Desian.

A Thank you for your participation!

View your comparison graphic results

Monetary Account Result Non-Monetary Account Result
[ Regional responses [ Global aggregate responses [ Reguonal responses A Global aggregate responses
INCOME EMPLOYMENT ACCESS

OCIAL ACCESS

S
ALRIND3S FHNN3L

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS

. o ° ponses es ponses
Back to Homepage
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

 Elkin met Wong Wai King and read her book Tai O: Love
Stories of the Fishing Village, and he also read Gary
Yeung's articles on stilt housing.

« Stilt housing offered a site to investigate Turner’s ideas
in Hong Kong.

- Stilt housing is a diverse, longstanding typology.

« Hypothetically, stilt house dwellers fine-tune their
housing to meet diverse needs over time.

* Itis an unpermitted development pattern.

« Hypothetically, stilt house dwellers have or had real
autonomy in specifying their housing, within some
limits.

Image: An aerial view of stilt houses in Tai O from the 1970s. Courtesy of the
HK Government Information Services Department.

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village 17



Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

» To explore Turner’s ideas in a stilt housing context, the
GRF-funded study proposed two kinds of data collection:

A physical survey, using digital 3D environment scanning,
and a Household Accounts survey, following Turner’s
design.

» The GRF proposal secured PolyU Human Subjects Ethics
Clearance and was funded HK$888,662 from 2021-2024.

« Stilt house sampling followed a purposive snowball
method.

* Leslie Ho from the YWCA helped secure dweller
participation.

« Stilt house occupants, often elderly or illiterate, did not
respond well to our Household Accounting survey.

* Instead, we conducted long-format (40+ min) ethnographic
interviews with 1 or more occupant in each house (n =20
households, 24 informants).

Top and Bottom: Dr. Chi-Yuen Leung with stilt house residents in Tai O Village.

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

* Interviews were conducted in Cantonese and semi-
structured around housing themes: informants’
housing biographies, conditions and affinity.

* After each interview, we used the Leica BLK2GO LiDAR
and photogrammetry scanner to scan each stilt house
during a 5-15-minute walkthrough scan.

« We chose the BLK2GO because of its portability, ease
of use and ability to capture detailed, transferrable and
durable records of stilt houses’ physical conditions.

« Data collection concluded in 2022.

Top: A parallel view of a scan of a stilt house with a partial orthographic plan
drawing overlaid.

Bottom: A perspective view of a stilt house interior in a point cloud file.

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024
+ Both datasets required significant refinement.

* The BLK2GO captures point cloud data, i.e. a collection
of XYZ coordinates and RGB colour values that
describe spaces and objects.

+ Extracting useful information (e.g. stilt houses’ gross-
floor area, glazing area or kitchen size) required
developing floor plans from each point cloud.

+ Audio from ethnographic interviews also required
transcription into text and translation into English -
about 750 pages of interview transcripts.

+ Transcripts made the conversion of rich interview data
into meaningful summaries possible.

Case 694827 Interview, Conducted 26.07.22.

Overview: This interview was conducted as part of General Research Fund (GRF) Project
15600621, supported by the Hong Kong University Grants Council as part of the project, “A

* Researchers ‘coded’ the interview data to summarise Vi kT ~Tis i s ke My i tte et
|mp0 rta nt lthemes, or |deas- ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;ﬂ‘ms mtmlewu'ans;r:pt 1 "ns“t’hl::es 'a:vﬁizlty a’?daﬁ:(f:‘t:thaen:ouse

recorded under case number 694827 This is the anonymized version of the interview
transcript, rleslgned for pnbhc distribution under a Creative Commons by Attribution
license. For addi 11 ion and 1als, please contact Associate Professor Daniel
Elkin at dkelkin@polyu.edu.hk.

These interviews were originally conducted in Cantonese and Hakka/Hokla dialects.
Interviews were transcribed into Traditional Chinese and translated to English by Bill Tse,
with proofreading and translation support by Emily Cheung Tsz Ching.

Top: A parallel view of a scan of a stilt house with a partial orthographic plan T ———
drawing overlaid.
o [ERES. 1]or [M. RES. 1]: A male, senior researcher for the project who conducted

Bottom: An example of an interview transcript file. interviews.

a  TAOAQYT ++1 AcTAOARTT Tl A famala caridant aftha hanea
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

» Handling the informants’ data also required care and
preparation.

+ Apart from obvious privacy concerns, policies that
govern development in Tai O required extra care.

» Our original plan was to sample 50 stilt house-dwelling
households. We only successfully sampled 20 by
leveraging personal relationships.

* Why? Stilt houses are administered by the Squatter
Control Policy (SCP).

« Stilt house residents who are found to have modified
their housing from conditions recorded in 1982 may
face serious enforcement action.

+ We therefore anonymised the informants’ data using
random case numbers and only published anonymised
versions of interview transcripts under 1-year
embargoes.

Top: A parallel view of a scan of a stilt house with a partial orthographic plan
drawing overlaid.

Bottom: An example of an interview transcript file.

Case 694827 Interview, Conducted 26.07.22.

Overview: This interview was conducted as part of General Research Fund (GRF) Project
15600621, supported by the Hong Kong University Grants Counc)l as part of the project, “A

Case Study of Tai O’s Stilt Houses: Historical and G di s for (" lexity and
Variety in a Typology.” The mten iew was an eth hic interview i ing a priori
themes related to houst " h lnstones ing affinity and affect, and
housing outlook. This 1 mtenlew transcript 1 fud the d ion with resid of the house

recorded under case number 694827 This is the anonymized version of the interview
transcript, rleslgned for pnbhc distribution under a Creative Commons by Attribution
license. For addi 11 ion and 1als, please contact Associate Professor Daniel
Elkin at dkelkin@polyu.edu.hk.

These interviews were originally conducted in Cantonese and Hakka/Hokla dialects.
Interviews were transcribed into Traditional Chinese and translated to English by Bill Tse,
with proofreading and translation support by Emily Cheung Tsz Ching.

Persons involved in the interview include:
o [ERES. 1]or [M. RES. 1]: A male, senior researcher for the project who conducted

interviews.
a  [ROARIT 41 ArTROARIT Tl A famnla caridant afsha hanea

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village
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Research Methods, Prototypes & Materials

Section 2: GRF Project, 2021-2024

* Next came a ‘zooming out'.

* Learning about land administration history from
Smart, Lai, Kuah & Liu, Lai and our informants’
testimony inspired one last data collection effort.

+ We reviewed records in the Hong Kong Government
Records Service Archive to understand Tai O's history.

+ This, in turn, led to additional review of anthropological
research by Anderson, Kani and others to understand
boat people’s history and social development.

* We also interviewed a former HK Lands Department
officer about the situation in Tai O Village.

» This additional literature review contributed to our
most recent publications.

Image: An archival document from the Hong Kong Government Records
Service Archive including a Lands Department memorandum (1904) on stilt
houses at Tai O Village. (Image courtesy of the Public Records Office,
Government Records Service, used with permission.)

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village 22



Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

M Mendeley Data Find Research Data My Data ®
. . . .
3D LiDAR and Photogrammetry Scans of a Stilt House in Tai O
.

Vi IIage - 2022 - Case 729485 Dataset metrics
Published: 13 February 2023 | Version 1 | DOI: 10.17632/jm9vwdsdmé.1 Usage
Contributors: Daniel Elkin, Chi-Yuen Leung, Yan Wai Yeung, Norah Xiaolu Wang e

— Downloads:
Description
This data includes a point cloud file from a combined photogrammetric and LiDAR scan of a stilt house in Tai O Village. The house is designated ©@PLUMX Vie
"Case 729485" in the research project record. Researchers collected the scan using a single, approximately 10 minute walk-through of the house
with the Leica-brand BLK2Go model 3D environment scanner. The scan describes the interior and partial exterior of a stilt house in high detail Litest .
and color. The scan has been decimated to a voxel size of 5 mm to reduce file size. The data provides clear enough rendering of the physical estversion
conditions of the house to allow interpretation of the scan into description of the house's construction, contents, and spatial use. The data is Version 1
available under embareo of one vear to orotect the personal information of residents of the house. provided for purposes of digital conservation Dithlichad.

Click here to view a video showing a stilt house scan point
cloud in 3D.

GRF Project Outcomes

The GRF Project results have
been included in 2 Journal
articles, 3 conference papers
and 3 public lectures.

Other output:

A. Point cloud files of 20 stilt
houses were published in
the Mendeley Data
Repository for digital
conservation, research
and public study.

B. Each point cloud is a
downloadable, fully 3-
dimensional record of
one stilt house (turntable
video demonstration
here). Links by Case:

023157, 069817, 128590,
169032, 241590, 261094,
326789, 328954, 478523,
539775, 583904, 651290,
687795, 694827, 705384,
729485, 729580, 837295,
853147, 941756
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https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/k4w8k846jc/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/yykn6sc2z6/3
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/54g27c6w5s/2
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/yzz73dt884/2
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/tpgm6jmfmd/2
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/sn5x29s5wm/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/z2jx4wk5yf/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/bx8wb44gp4/2
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/zt9wszx28y/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/p5b45mx4c4/2
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/m6rbnc3c7r/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/kjczgc5sgx/1
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/bk5pfkp3zt/2
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Case 694827 Interview, Conducted 26.07.22.

Overview: This interview was conducted as part of General Research Fund (GRF) Project
15600621, supported by the Hong Kong University Grants Council as part ofthe pmject, “A

Case Study of Tai O’s Stilt Houses: Historical and G ic Inds

Variety ina Typology.” The interview was an

h hic interview i

forf‘ lexity and

themes related to housing: informants’ housing histories, housing affinity and affect, and

housing outlook. This interview transcript includes the discussion with residents ofthe house

mcorded under case number 694827. This is the anonymized version of the interview

d l'or publl: i

license. For

Elkin at dkelkin@polyu.edu.hk.

under a Creative Commons by Attribution
please contact Associate Professor Daniel

These interviews were originally conducted in Cantonese and HakkaHokla dialects.

Interviews were transcribed into Traditional Chinese and translated to English by Bill Tse,

with proofreading and translation support by Emily Cheung Tsz Ching.

Persons involved inthe interview include:

¢ [ZRES. 1]or [M.RES. 1]: A male, senior researcher for the project who conducted

interviews.

interviews.

o [ERES. 1]or [F.RES. 1]: A female, senior researcher for the project who conducted

[694827_%] or [694827_F]: A female resident of the house.
[5 LIAIS. 2] or [M. LIAIS. 2]: A male field liaison for the project who conducted

at the opposite side of [STILT HOUSE
DISTRICT 2] there.

[ RES. 1]: fRfi8E

[MRES. 1]: Do you know where it is?

00:00:14-00:00:15

a priori

[ELIAIS. 2} [EREEE 2]

[M. LIAIS. 2]: [STILT HOUSE
DISTRICT 2].

00:00:15-00:00:16

[694827_%): 4 RITAEEE

[694827_F]: Yes, where's it?

00:00:16-00:00:19

[EL1AIS. 2] BEF 2 BE?

[M. LIAIS. 2): Where's it? Bang Fang?

00:00:19-00:00:21

[694827_%): A » RTREENERH
=1

[694827_F): Tai O. There’s a church
there.

00:00:21-00:00:25

[BLIAIS. 2 B« HEEE

[M. LIAIS. 2]: I see. It's the church
there.

00:00:25-00:00:26

[694827_%): (UM » A8, 5 | (694827 F): Whatis it called? Tai O.1 | 00:00:26-00:00:29
= don't remen]
2/
[ LIAIS 2): (S SE 58 DM, LIAIS. 2): It's the [CHURCH 00:00:29-00:00:30
NAME].
[694827_F): It isn’t the [CHURCH 00:00:30-00:00:33

[694827_%: BFERE]  EE
BoR)

NAME]. It's that [DENOMINATION]
Church.

interviews.
Chinese Transcription English Translation Time Codes
[E RES. 1]: SE®WE, ni0Fin=— | M RES. 1]: Just talk about them one by | 00:00:00-00:00:04
B = one. You talk about your last generation
K%, BEaivEERNERN first as you didn’t come here recently.
[694327 FJ: I'll talk about where I'was | 00:00:04-00:00:05

[694827_%): MR ECEEE

living.

[ LIAIS. 2: [5%] [M. LIALS. 2: It should be the 00:00:33-00:00:34
[DENOMINATION] Church.
1694827_%1: (BUR] 5 [694827_F]: It's the 00:00:34-00:00:35
- [DENOMINATION] Church.
= LIAIS. 2): [(30%] 55 [M. LIAIS. 2]: It's the opposite of the | 00:00:35-00:00:36
= i [DENOMINATION] Church.
694827_%): [0 05 [694827_F]: It's now the opposite of the | 00:00:36-00:00:37
: % ;&'] B smass [DENOMINATION] Church there.
EEEEE Where's it?

[ RES. 1): @R E—f%, ik
—fCREERE

[M. RES. 1J: Can you talk about your
Last gensration first. Where does your
Last gensration come from?

00:00:05-00:00:07

£ LIAS. 2] B[S REEE 3)E
=l

[M. LIAIS. 2]: It's the [STILT HOUSE
DISTRICT 3] there.

00:00:37-00:00:38

[FREEE2 EBEREEEY
HEEER

They were in [STILT HOUSE
DISTRICT 2]. In the old days, they were

(694827 %) E—F%, [SIEEE 2] | [694827_F]: The last generation was in | 00:00:07-00:00:09
- [STILT HOUSE DISTRICT 2].
2 RES. 1]: [ = > [M RES. 1]: [STILT HOUSE 00:00:09-00:00:10
= I [EREEE2] DISTRICT S
604827 1. 1% (BEEEE 2 [694827_F]: They were at tae opposite | 00:00:10-00:00:14
ISRy R AREEEIOA | of [STILT HOUSE DISTRICT 2] .

P £ | [694827_F: Yes,its 00:00:38-00:00:41
(e4627_7) B(EREEE IER [DENOMINATION] there. As an eldest
I REER  GAFREES son, he was living there
(S LIAIS. 2]: B [M.LIATS. 2]: Tsee. 00:00:41-00:00:42
(S RES. 1] & EEHES [M. RES. 1]: You're talking about your | 00:00:42-00:00:43
father.
[694827_F): At that time my father was | 00:00:43-00:00:44

[694827_%]: RESET

living there.

B

GRF Project
Outcomes

A. Since audio of the stilt
house occupants’ oral
histories cannot safely
be published, full
anonymised versions
of interview transcripts
are also available
publicly in the
Mendeley Data
Repository following
the embargo period.

Links by Case Number:

023157, 069817, 128590,
169032, 241590, 261094,
326789, 328954, 478523,
539775, 583904, 651290,
687795, 694827, 705384,
729485, 729580, 837295,
853147, 941756
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Expiore

Search

b [} Documents (20)

4 < Codes (12)
b <> @ Fishing, Culture, History (170-1) .
< @ Government (215-0)

<> @ Health, Medical Care (142-0)

-

-

b <_> @ House History (480-0)
b < @ ldioms, Euphemisms, Recurrent Phrases (232-0)
p <> @ Informant History, Family, Demographics (865-0)
b <_> @ Informant Housing Biographies (441-0)
b <> ® Named Locations (335-0)
b <> ® Periods of Time (42-0)
b < ® Physical Housing Conditions (318-0)
b <_> @ Tai O Experiences, Culture, History (798-0)
b <> @ Work, Employment, Finances (472-1)
b [ Memos (18)
® Networks (0)
b L) Document Groups (7)
> &> Code Groups (1)
|7 Memo Groups (0)
@ Network Groups (0)
[) Multimedia Transcripts (0)

‘omment:

[5] U YU:Lase 1£8DYU_£5.8.£4_LNan Frof MUl_ENGULIDH... ¥ X

Q b - 9% G ©-

“omment | Search | Edit | Analyze Tools Export View

[C-Long]: And then your adoptive mother...

00:02:16-00:02:20

[Chan For Mui]: She took care of me, and she also gave birth to ten children.

00:02:21-00:02:2

[C-Long]: She also had ten children, right?

00:02:27-00:02:29

[Chan For Mui]: Yes, she had ten children of her own but none of them survived
to adulthood. In the past, women had many children, but most of them could not
survive.

00:02:29-00:02:51

[C-Long]: That means the one who raised you had ten children, but none of them
survived.

00:02:52-00:02:58

[Chan For Mui]: Yes, you're right.

00:02:58-00:02:59

[C-Long]: That’s why she adopted you.

00:03:01-00:03:02

[Chan For Mui]: No, she still gave birth to ten children even after she adopted
me, but none of them were able to be raised successfullg of know if it was
their fate or mine, but my adoptive parents couldn’t
couldn’t handle me either and even thought about givi
family. Later, someone wanted to take me in because
child, but my adoptive parents couldn’t bear to part with me after thinking it over.

00:03:04-00:03:37

[C-Long]: That means she had ten children of her own but couldn’t raise any of
them successfully. After adopting you, she even considered giving you away to
another family.

00:03:38-00:03:48

[Chan For Mui]: She said she didn’t want me! If she didn’t want me, many other
people would. At that time, I was very thin and hardworking.

00:03:49-00:03:56

[Norah]: You were hardworking. What skills do you have?

00:03:57-00:03:59

[Chan For Mui]: I could gather firewood, fetch water, cook and clean.

00:04:00-00:04:08

[Norah]: How old were you?

00:04:08-00:04:09

[Chan For Mui]: I was 9.

00:04:10-00:04:11

[Norah]: You started doing so many household chores at such a young age?

00:04:12-00:04:13

[Chan For Mui]: Yes, I started doing chores at the age of 9. IfI didn’t do them,
there would be no food to eat.

00:04:20-00:04:22

[Norah]: That means you were a child laborer.

00:04:24-00:04:26

[Chan For Mui]: That’s how it was back then. They used bamboo sticks as thick
as fingers to hit me, leaving my spine bruised and blackened. The injury couldn’t
be cured by doctors, and the pain still lingers to this day.

00:04:27-00:04:52

[C-Long]: They hit you.

00:04:52-00:04:53

GRF Project
Outcomes

A. The thematic
summary was
completed in spring
2024. The coding
document cannot be
widely published, but
it can be shared with
researchers as a
searchable, topical
index of our interview
data. Here, important
topics (themes or
codes)...

B. ...are tied to original
interview text
quotations, which
allows researchers to
cross-reference
interview data.
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. L GRF Project Outcomes
Stilt Housing in Tai O Village:

Spatial and social patterns

General Research Fund (GRF) Grant: #15600621

Cross-Case Patterns:
Physical Housing and
Demographics

General Research Fund (GRF) Grant: #15600621

We developed floor plans
and analytical diagrams for

all 20 houses in our

Objectives Project
Informan r

This project entais a dgital survey and Data gathering throughout 2021 and et gender . sam | e
ethnographic study of stilt houses in 2022 gererated the following data: M
Tai O Village, Hong Kong. "
Its objectives include: Ethrographic description of 20 stift |

housing conditions at the household 3 W .
To digtally document stilt housing level, with a total of 24 informants 1 W T h d
conditions as nstances of threatened interviewed. £ e S e ra Wi n S We re
cutural heritage. H . .

Physical description of 20 stilt housing 3 b | h d P | U S D
hibrebasibhlieiiZntn i reerionngpiom o i ublished in a Po

biographies and occupation patterns
through ethnographic Interviews

To describe prevalent spatial use
patterns, socil patterns, and
relationships between the two through
thematic analysis of interview content.

To describe relative volumetric
complexity and variety of stift houses
across the sample

Researchers selected stit houses
for data gathering through ‘snowball
sampling! facilitated by the Tai O
YWCA Community Work Office.
Househoids selected for sampling
(1=20) allowed researchers to

Methodology

document their physical housing condtions sing a Leica BLK2GO
3D environment scanner. One or more members of each household

digital drafting,

Stiit house-dwelling households’
demogaphic attributes in the sample
are presented here across the following
variables:

Informant age in years

Informant gender

Informart marital status

And informant employment/

occupation reports on another

panel

Physkal housing conditions across all 20
cases are presented here using sometric
section views of 3D scan flles, annoated
floor plans, and spatial allocation
comparisons across the following
variables:
Total house gross floor area (GFA)
Spatial use allocation area by program
divisions, Including:

Kitchens

Informant marital status

Sarber of bsvawed o

Gallery exhibition and
accompanying lecture in
December 2024. The
project posters were also
digitally published here.

Information from the
posters support most of

i Bed-ooms H H B
participated In two ethnographic interviews lasting up to one hour each. d f d b t t |t
Interviews were semi-structured around topics related to personal and Living rooms = 0 U r | n | n S a O U S |
family history, housing conditions and decision-making, and the relationship gm;ns rooms £ .
between the two, Researchers interpreted 3D scans Into floor plin athrooms [ h h t t
aravings for descrption and analysis Bateor porches £ ouse arcnitecture.

Interview audio was transcribed into traditional Chinese, and translated and un-designated "Other’ £

nto English, before researchers compieted muitiple rounds of thematic
coding to describe interview content. Stift housing cases are referred

by randomly-generated case numbers. Case summaries presented are
g developed from original transcripts avalable on Mendeley Data Archive.

Project Credits
Principal Investigator: Assoclate Professor Daniel Elkin
Co-lnvestigators: Dr. Chi-Yuen Leung, Dr. Markus Wernll,

Dr. Yan Wai Yeung

i Collaborator: Dr. Norah Wang Xiaok

Transcription, Transiation: 81 Tse

Digtal Drafting, Transcription, Proofreading: Emily Cheung Tze Ching
Digtal Drafting Fiona Lam

Special Thanks To: The Tal O Village Rural Commztee,

The Tai O YWCA Community Work Office,
the University Grants Council, A

spatial akiocation areas.

The compasition of this sample s not
meant to be representative of either
physical stiit housing conditions as a
population, or demographically of stift
house dwellers as a popuhtion.

Allocited Area in S

A. Project introduction
posters...

B. ...cross-case summary
posters...

03/12/2025

Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village

26
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Case Summary
Housing Case 023157

General Research Fund (GRF) Grant: #15600621

3D Scan File in Isometric Section View

Housing Construction Type:
Light wooden frame with metal cladding
Stories: 2

GFA: 99.75 square meters

e e v
a0 e oo i o pesbion v T ennacn
el st in o g rasmcasnce of

First Floor Plan, 1:100 Scale

023157 SPATIAL PROGRAM NODE TREE - e
YODE COUNT 13

SRANGH COUNT 12
IRANCH LEVELS &
2L0SED L60PS 0
ACCESS TO ADIACENT YES
MOTH 7 UNITS

Ground Floor Plan, 1:100 Scale

Case Summary
Housing Case 069817

General Research Fund (GRF) Grant: #15600621

3D Scan File in Isometric Section View
Housing Construction Type: ' .
Light wooden frame with metal cladding | ]

Stories: 2
GFA: 182.44 square meters

Fhuwing A Apyesinuna 4
sde by e

E

. 10 g
¥k v i b, b

Pouicd Heumny Derlgens s
o4 Pardcipon ey The

First Floor Plan, 1:150 Scale

.
069817 SPATIAL PROGRAM NODE TREE,*,°,*
YOOE COUNT 18 .

RANGH COUNT 15
SRANCH LEVELS 4
2L0SED L00PS 0
LCOESS T ADIACENT MO
MOTH 10 RiTS

mﬂ«!h .
i A

i®s0

GRF Project
Outcomes

A. ..for each of the 20
houses.
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Q THE HONG KONG
bl’on IH‘HI\I( UNIVERSITY

School of Design

ﬁ HEMLT. ‘Emvironment and Interior Design Chuster
SCHOOL OF DESIGN Field Notes Summary
R eR

January 24, 2025 Alan Lo Informal Interview
Field Notes Summary

Overview: This 1s a summary of field notes from an informal lunch interview with Mr. Alan
Lo, HK Lands Department (LD) (Ret.) and Mr. Ben Siu Bun Chan, HK LD (Ret.) and The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University Research Institute on Land and Space (RILS). The
interview was conducted January 24, 2025, 12:30-13:45. PolyU Staff Club, Hung Hom, Hong
Kong. Mr. Ben Chan arranged the interview and invited Associate Professor Daniel Elkin to
discuss his research team’s work in Tai O Village. These are Associate Professor Elkin’s notes
on the interview content.

M. Lo asked what I wanted to know about for our research. I asked him what the LD attitude
was toward enforcement of the Squatter Control Policy (SCP) in Tai O Village.

Mr. Lo stated that the LD had, “No special policy,” toward enforcement of the SCP in Tai O
Village. He stated that enforcement of the SCP depended on comparison of on-site stilt house
conditions against LD records. He indicated that, when enft it officials enc: d
renovation conditions in stilt houses, their decision to act might depend on the similarity of
the renovated condition to the original record. As examples, he talked about how a house
made from wood that was still made from wood. or out of corrugated steel, “but probably not
corrugated steel, because it 1sn’t environmentally friendly,” would not see enforcement action
after renovation so long as the renovated condition was built of the same materials. [Note:
This 1s consistent with the terms of the SCP]

Mr. Chan asked Mr. Lo if the LD ran regular enforcement patrols and kept records of stilt
house conditions. Mr. Lo stated that, yes, the LD supervised regular patrols to monitor stilt
house conditions. He emphasized multiple times that the LD did not keep record of
occupancy status in stilt houses, that the LD did not know who lived in stilt houses but only
tracked their physical conditions. Mr. Lo stated that the LD kept digitized records, essentially,
“floor plans,” of stilt houses to assist in checking if stilt house conditions were compliant
with the SCP.

Mr. Chan asked if stilt house residents were aware of or allowed to access the LD records of
their stilt house conditions. Mr. Lo stated that, “anyone concerned,” with the conditions of a
particular stilt house would have access to the records at their request. Mr. Lo mentioned also
that these records were not publicly available otherwise, and related that a former Chief
Executive requested the entirety of LD s records on stilt houses in the past and were refused

AAAAAA

1onbn T A S R S SINERS

GRF Project Outcomes

Hr HONG KONG A
IHI }\EI\I( UNIVERSITY School of Design .
ﬂ- TR Environment and Interior Design Cluster

SHOOL OF DESIGN
FRE

Field Notes Summary

Jamuary 24, 2025, “Mr. Lo” Text Comnmmicat
Field Notes Summary

Overview: This is a summary of informal communication with a “Mr. Lo.” a stilt house

ident living intermittently in Tai O Village, Hong Kong. Mr. Ben Siu Bun Chan, HK Land
‘epartment (Ret.) and The Hong Kong Polytechnic University Research Institute on Land

1 Space (RILS) forwarded this correspondence to me, Associate Professor Daniel Elkin, o1
January 24, 2025. The text shown includes the original traditional Chinese and English
anslation of Whatsapp messages sent directly from Mr. Ben Chan to me. Mr. Chan stated

hat he used “Poe” to translate Mr. Lo’s original text and forwarded the content to me ina
ficrosoft Word Document. The text follows, along with a screen capture of my Whatsapp

conversation with Ben Chan referencing the event. B .

i
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Presentations of our
findings at exhibitions
and lectures led to
personal
communication with a
Mr. Alan Lo, formerly of
the HK Lands
Department...

...and a ‘Mr. Lo, who
lived intermittently in a
stilt house in Tai O
Village and was a stilt
house contractor’s son.
Field notes on these
personal
communications are
published here.
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GRF Project Findings

RQ1: What impact has the changing geopolitical context °
around Tai O Village had on the village and on stilt
housing in terms of its development, administration and
management? ’

Following Smart, HK Governments have treated informal
settlements differently over time, allowing ‘managed
persistence’ for varying political reasons.

Following Kuah and Liu, the HK Government has
promoted Tai O as strategically valuable cultural
heritage.

Despite this, HK government officers state goals to both
eliminate ‘squatter structures’ and maintain stilt houses
‘to facilitate culture conservation and community
support’ (Wong, 2019).

In sum, governments’ management of stilt housing has
been uneven and impacted informants in our study.

Informants in only 6 households in our sample clearly
claimed rights to occupy their stilt housing.

Of these 6, household case 729580 vacated their stilt

house in 2021 after facing SCP enforcement action.

Other informants expressed doubt and confusion about
their tenure status.

Many were fatalistic about stilt houses' future, despite
having strong attachment to their housing.

« Two stilt house informants noted recent tourism

development impacts - increased cost of living and
tourism traffic in Tai O Village.

The same two recommended more development in Tai
O - especially better public amenities.
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GRF Project Findings

(Continued from the previous page.)

HK Government's specific handling of Tai O connects to
the social history of boat people in Hong Kong.

Anderson, Kani - Boat people were historically in the
lowest Chinese social class.

Allen Chun - Colonial land reform was modelled on
Chinese lineage villages. People with landed lineage
records received special land privileges.

Anderson - Boat people could not and did not keep
extensive family lineage records.

HK’s colonisation legally codified boat people’s low
status by excluding them from land tenure and other
legal reforms.

Anderson - Boat people’s habitation practices and
occupations were different, but boat people were
ethnically and culturally Cantonese - a subculture.

Anderson - Many Cantonese family histories included
habitation on water within 1-2 generations.

But colonisers modelled land tenure reform on lineage
villages, so they treated boat people very differently.

Some were granted special fishing rights and water
tenure (Lai), but most were not.

In Tai O, stilt houses were designated as squatter
structures and not boats, partly based on the personal
discretion of colonial-era land officers, as shown in
archival records.

In sum, informal settlement management in Tai O has
been uneven, inconsistent and politically contingent.

This has directly and negatively impacted stilt house
occupants' lives and livelihoods.

Recent strategy (the SLB) is designed to promote stilt

housing as a cultural heritage, but stilt house occupants’

situation has not meaningfully changed.

03/12/2025

Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village

30



Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

GRF Project Findings

RQ2: What physical/architectural conditions and spatial
usage right conditions distinguish stilt housing from
other housing patterns?

Spatial sharing and customary land tenure
arrangements were clear patterns in our sample.

7 houses' in our sample directly connected to
neighbours’ dwellings and/or featured shared spatial
usage areas.

Informants in 5 houses? testified to complex land tenure
arrangements, informally paying ‘ground rent' or
sharing a stilt house license across several
interconnected stilt houses.

In sum, stilt houses' physical conditions were not only
distinct, but they were also the product of historical
development and personal/family histories.

Stilt house occupants in our sample mostly voiced
strong attachment to their stilt houses and compared
stilt housing favourably with other options because of
social connections, familiarity and personal or familial
attachment to their housing.

1: Cases 023157, 169032, 326789, 328954, 687795, 694827, 853147. 2: 128590, 169032, 328954, 694827, 941756
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GRF Project Findings

* RQ3: Do boat people have a distinct socio-spatial
theory?

« Do historical and contemporary sources suggest
that boat people have a distinct ‘social theory’
(i.e. a set of ideas about how people should
relate to each other and what people should
value)?

« Does that social theory connect to or impact
physical space and spatial usage practices to
describe a socio-spatial theory of stilt housing?

+ Anderson - Boat people were Cantonese people
differentiated by living on water and accompanying
conditions.

* Anderson - Their theory of society (i.e. ideas about how
people should behave and relate to each other) was
distinct from other Cantonese peoples, a, ‘variation on
Chinese themes'.

* Anderson - Boat people valued autonomy,
egalitarianism and communitarianism because these
values were essential to surviving on water.

Anderson - This impacted their expectations for spatial
privacy and use. Boat people were very tolerant of
spatial sharing and use negotiation.

Stilt houses in our study showed a strong pattern of
spatial sharing and use negotiation.

Informant testimony also explicitly connected this spatial
pattern to stilt house occupants’ social relationships and
expectations, including personal familiarity and/or
blood relations.

Mr. LO's later testimony also connected stilt house
residents’ social theory to spatial sharing.

+ We can therefore see stilt houses as a physical

expression of a socio-spatial theory.

This theory represents a way of building and using
space that connects strongly to boat people’s social
values and expectations for behaviour.
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

GRF Project Findings

RQ4: What differentiates stilt house residents’ socio-
spatial theory from its surrounding context?

There are only around 350 stilt houses left in Tai O
Village, and Tai O’s stilt house districts are the largest
that remain.

Stilt housing is increasingly uncommon in Hong Kong.
Anderson - As of 1975, ‘almost no one lived on water".
Lin (2022) - Only about 1,125 boat people left.

Stilt house occupants’ customary tenure agreements are
also legally different from the surrounding, highly
formalised real estate environment.

How the relationship between boat people’s social
theory and stilt housing's spatial conditions compares to
other socio-spatial theories in HK is harder to know.

Mr. Lo made comparisons: ‘The interconnected
construction of stilt houses fosters harmonious
relationships among residents, more evident compared
to the detached houses in rural areas of the New

Territories'.

* Mr. Lo did not provide much evidence to support his
assertion.

* There are likely other housing conditions under which
residents negotiate and tolerate spatial sharing well for
similar or other reasons.

« This is an area for further research explored in MCO2.
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

GRF Project Findings - At the time of our survey, intentions to conserve and
maintain stilt houses varied family-to-family and

* RQ5: What steps have Tai O Villagers and stilt house depended on younger family members’ preferences.

residents taken to negotiate developmental change and
maintain or reproduce their cultural assets? * In sum, evidence of some incidental - but no organised
- efforts to conserve stilt housing as a practice was

* Most stilt house residents in our sample were elderly found in our study

(mean age = 70.95 years).

* However, many stilt houses supported multiple
generations of families in Tai O, who lived in stilt houses
in intermittent and/or permanent occupation patterns.

* We asked them about their outlook for their stilt
houses, trying to understand their intentions for the
future.

+ Many were fatalistic and expected the HK Government
to repossess or demolish the stilt houses.

* Many also stated their intention to pass their stilt
houses on to children or other descendants, which is
technically illegal for most.

* One stilt house (941756) was occupied under a family
sharing arrangement at the time of our survey, and
another occupant (in house 705384) entertained
donating his stilt house to a charity after his death.
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Research Outcomes, Findings & Further Research

Further Research

+ Policies constraining development in Tai O Village make
thorough sampling of stilt housing difficult.

* Recent personnel changes at the Tai O YWCA have also
limited our ability to continue working with them.

» Further research in Tai O will therefore focus on:
* Processing and publishing the GRF data.

« Exploring archival and grey literature sources for
more information on boat people and land

policy.
» Pursuing the local museum renovation project in
Tai O if feasible.

* Other research will study housing elsewhere to develop
comparison cases and better support the findings
reported here.

» Larger sample sizes and opportunities for inferential
analysis are also a research objective (see MCO 2).

 Elkin's research focus is also narrowing to study social
solidarity and its relationship to physical space variables
more intently.
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Research Dissemination

Pilot Project Dissemination

* The International Social Innovation Research
Conference 2021 conference paper explores
collaborative governance regimes and the pilot project’s
experimental approach.

* The UIA 2020 27t World Congress of Architects
conference paper focuses on tourism development and
housing construction technology in Tai O.

* The book chapter included in Design Commons:
Practices, Processes and Crossovers, published by
Springer, proposes a conceptual genealogy linking
architectural theories to Elinor Ostrom'’s scholarship on
the commons and then critiques our living lab work
within this theoretical framework.

* Public lectures that have featured work from the pilot
projects include:

* An August 2022 public lecture at PolyU
exploring urban futures in informal settlements
in HK and Cape Town, South Africa.

* AJuly 2021 public lecture at PolyU discussing
urban and peri-urban relationships.

« A May 2021 lecture at PolyU discussing
technical aspects of the project.

* A May 2021 lecture at PolyU connecting the
projects to ‘the commons’ and data sharing.

* A February 2021 lecture at Hong Kong
University connecting the projects to
collaborative governance regimes.

A September 2020 lecture at PolyU connecting
the projects to resilience theory.

* The pilot projects were disseminated via one public
exhibition/installation, the ‘Tai O Village Pedestrian
Monitoring Project’, from 2019-2020.
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Research Dissemination

GRF Project Dissemination

The Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA) Journal
article is a viewpoint piece recommending a socio-
normative approach to Al technology, explored using
point cloud data from the GRF project.

The 11th East Asian Conference in Alternative
Geography (EARCAG) conference paper summarised our
informants’ experiences in the context of ‘informality’ in
HK following Smart and Lai’s studies.

The International Association of Societies of Design
Research (IASDR) 2023 conference paper reviewed the
GRF project as a digital conservation effort and focused
on 3D scanning as a technique for conserving
threatened vernacular architecture.

The 9th International Conference on New Trends in
Architecture and Interior Design conference paper

reviewed the 3D scanning and digital conservation

workflow implemented in the GRF project.

Public lectures that have featured work from the GRF
Project include:

+ A December 2024 public lecture at PolyU

summarising findings from the project.

« A November 2024 lecture at PolyU to visiting
faculty from Silpakorn University detailing the
project’s digital surveying approach.

* AjJune 2023 public lecture at PolyU connecting
findings from the GRF project to other research
on housing satisfaction (MCO 2).

« The GRF project results were also disseminated through

a public gallery exhibition at the School of Design’s 10th
Floor Gallery in December 2024.

03/12/2025 Boat People Housing Culture: an in-depth case study of Tai O Village

37



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37

