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Abstract : Part V of the dialogue focuses on theoretical and practical implications in tourism research. The practicality, or practi-
cal use of research to support the industry and to serve the state, is first discussed. In addition, the dialogue also stresses the
importance of theoretical implications or theoretical breakthroughs in contemporary tourism studies. Issues that enable or other-
wise prohibit such breakthroughs or innovations in tourism knowledge production are then reflected. These include factors such
as particularity of China (tourism) problems, internationalization in education and research, as well as perspectives of indige-

nous knowledge. The discussion shed lights on the complexity of theory-practice relationships in tourism research.
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Random Thoughts on Tourism Studies:
A Dialogue amongst Five Scholars (1)

Chapter Five — Theoretical versus Practical Implications in Tourism Studies

XTAO Honggen,XIE Yanjun,BAO Jigang,MA Bo, WANG Ning
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