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Random Thoughts on Tourism Studies:
A Dialogue amongst Five Scholars (I1)

Epilogue — Reflections on Internationalization vis-crvis Localizationin Tourism Studies
XIE Yanjun,BAO Jigang, WANG Ning,MA Bo,XIAO Honggen

Abstract; This closing part of the dialogue revisits and reflects upon the ongoing debate about internationalization versus locali-
zation in the tourism studies community. In light of ontological and epistemic perspectives, methodological approaches, media
of communication or dissemination, and disciplinary boundaries or territories, it is often acknowledged amongst the five dis-
cussants that the meanings or definitive aspects of the two notions are open to interpretation, so are the implications or imple-
mentations of both ideas (or ideals) in tourism studies subject to contexts. Much of the discussion focuses on theory develop-
ment, originality and innovation, and the contribution of China or Chinese tourism research to the global corpus of tourism
knowledge. The dialogue concludes by returning to its initial points of departure, albeit at a higher level, for more paradigmatic
discussions.
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