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Green Social Work in the Context of Environmental Crisis and Its

Implication for Social Development in China

GU Xuebin', Lena Dominelli?

(1. Faculty of Health and Social Sciences, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, 999077, China;
2. Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Stirling, Scoltland, FK9 4LJ, England)

Abstract: As the global environmental crisis is looming, China is faced with severe challenges toward its
environmental problems similar to other countries and regions. In the face of environmental issues, Western
scholars put forward the concept of green social work, advocating the introduction of new environmental topics
for discussion to social work specialty and its importance in social work practice. The paper starts by reflecting
on the challenges China has faced in its rapid industrialization and its impact on migrant workers, city dwellers
and environmental degradation. It then introduces the concept of green social work and explains the challenges
and importance of environmental issues to the social work profession in the 21st century. In addition, this paper
discusses with practical examples on how green social work responds to the environmental crisis caused by the

rapid economic growth, illustrating its significance for the social development of China.

Key words: green social work; environmental crisis; social economy; sustainable development

(LS 13)
The Local Practice of Urban Grass-root Welfare Governance and the
Deviation of Welfare Supply for Children in Distress: Based on
Surveys in Seven Pilot Areas of the Ministry of Civil Affairs

LIU Yulan'?

(1. Qu Qiubai School of Government Management, Changzhou University, Changzhou, Jiangsu, 213164, China;
2. Centre for Social Policy Research, University of New South Wales, Sydney, New south Wales, Australia, 2052)

Abstract: The provision of children’s welfare plays an important role in the children’s welfare system in the
new era. Since the period of planned economy, the supply of welfare for urban children in distress has seen
continuous improvement at the policy level. Transformation has been found among the supply subjects, the
supply content and the supply objects. In addition, governments, families and societies on local level have
basically formed a welfare supply model for distressed children. However, the welfare supply for urban children
still faces such problems as fragmentation, inaccuracy and absence of subjects, which are mainly related to the
risk control, technical governance, non-equivalent relationship and decentralized governance structure of urban
welfare governance at the grass-root level. In order to make a breakthrough in the supply and management of
welfare for urban children in distress, it is necessary to re-examine the cognition of children, reconstruct the

supply target of children, and optimize the organization restructuring for children’s welfare.

Key words: children in distress; welfare management; welfare provision; system innovation
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