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Action Research and Participatory Design for Miaoxia Community Kitchen

Peter Hasdell
(Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong 999077, China)

ABSTRACT: A critical re-evaluation of Participatory Design processes is made based on a completed collaborative re-
search(2015) in rural China. Beyond the design and social outcomes, the study raises questions on the critical, conceptual
and praxis framework of Participatory Design that impact its effectiveness. The underlying study involves two comple-
mentary disciplines; the Applied Social Sciences and Design and their corresponding research methodologies. This col-
laboration aligns the social and the physical in the implementation of a community kitchen enabling villagers to develop
new types of social enterprises and collective organisations. The repositioning of Participatory Design within complex
social processes enables design's reconsideration as a socio-material assembly, integrated within a social context as com-
plex adaptive systems and manifested through knowledge generation and transfer processes(dialogue, translation, negoti-
ation). Further, this helps Participatory Design to be repositioned as an effective tool for sustainable development in rural
contexts, generating an understanding of resources, capacities and capabilities as forms of local knowledge.
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