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Implementing Integrated Testing of Chinese Language in Hong Kong
Secondary Schools: The Current Situation and Improvement Strategies

Zhu Xinhua

Abstract: Integrated language testing is receiving increasing attention in the international field of language
assessment, and Hong Kong is the first region where the "listening—reading—writing" integrated assessment is included as
a regular component in the public examination of Chinese subject. Having investigated teachers from 11 Hong Kong
secondary schools through questionnaires (n=79) and interviews (n=7) , the present study found that: first, teachers
generally accept and agree with this new—type testing while they are encountering significant difficulties in developing test
instruments, assessing students” performance and adjusting teaching strategy accordingly; second, based on the
evaluation concept of Assessment for Learning (AfL) and the implementation situation, we suggest that teachers should
adopt strategies which include developing integrated tasks and rubrics, cultivating and evaluating objectively students”
competencies on '"citation and integration" and "opinion and argument", guiding students to carry out
"appreciation—suggestion" peer—evaluation with clear and concrete evaluation criteria, and developing suitable teaching
sequence and pedagogy.

Key words: language integrated testing, Assessment for Learning (AfL) , improvement strategies, professional
development

Author: Zhu Xinhua, associate professor and doctoral supervisor of Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies, the

Hong Kong Polytechnic University

[FeEdE.x #]

— 121 —



