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Difficulties in the Application of “ Chinese Character Component Standard of
GB 13000. 1 Character Set for Information Processing” for Chinese Character Input

ZHANG Xiao-heng
(Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies; Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong)

Abstract: Chinese Character Component Standard of GB 13000. 1 Character Set for Irfommation Processing is an important
document for the standardization of Chinese character input methods. Yet when employed to the design and implementation
of a nontrivial Chinese character input sy stem, the standard encountered a number of difficulties; the hard-to-remember large
number of coding components the difficult to-maneuver definition of basic components, and the poor wles for component
disassembly and assembly. The sources of these difficulties include (a) definition of basic components by enumeration, (h)
disassembly and assembly of components based on etymology and formation of charmacters, (c) reliance on the judgment of
character-forming capability of candidate components and (d) over-emphasis on the restriction of the number of basic com-
ponents. To escape from this difficult position, we ugently need convenient and reliable rules for component identification
and segmentation, which can be built up on the basis of the existing component standard by taking full advantage of the form
features of Chinese characters. The feasibility and effectiveness of the proposed methodology have been verified by the suc-
cesdul development of the ZYQ Chinese character input system.
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