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To Promote Students” Reading Literacy by Implementing Thematic Reading Activity :
Conception, Strategy and Experimental Exploration

Zhu Xinhua & Liao Xian

Abstract: Intensive reading in class mainly cultivates students” ability to comprehend, while extensive reading
ensures a comprehensive development of students” reading literacy. Thematic Reading Activity (TRA) in extensive
reading will contribute to the knowledge and enhancement of students” reading literacy. TRA encourages students to read
extensively on a given theme or topic in a reading group, and then communicate with group members actively. It
incorporates concepts of collaborative learning, community interaction and assessment for learning. Empirical data
obtained from implementation of TRA demonstrate positive impacts in a number of fronts, including the quantity and
variety of reading, students” reading interest, community interaction, and comprehension ability, which prove TRA to be
an effective method of cultivating students” reading literacy.
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