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The Number Point and Metric Systems of Font Size
Zhang Xiaoheng
Dept. of Chinese and Bilingual Studies Hong Kong Polytechnic University Hong Kong
Abstract The point system and number system are the most commonly-used standards for font size measurement in
China and the world.In this paper a brief introduction to the history and technical contents of both systems is given.
Then a font size “number- point- millimeter” cross reference table with first- hand data from experiment is presented fol-
loned by a description of some important applications of the table.Finally a unified metric system for font measurement
is proposed based on an in-depth discussion on the deficiencies of the point and number systems.
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