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Research on Rule—based Generalization of Vegetation Map
GAO Wen— xiu', PUN Lilian®
(1. National Laboratory of Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430079;

2. Department of Land Surveying and Geo— Informatics, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, China)
Abstract Vegetation map generalization is one of special cases of thematic map generalization. The generalization of vegetation map
should be controlled by the generalization rules to solve the conflicts of map elements in smaller mapping space in order to keep map
reasonable and clear. And the vegetation map generalization should follow the rules of vegetation distribution. The main subject of this
paper is to discuss the rules which influence the vegetation map generalization and the application of these rules. The paper first de-
picts the nature of vegetation map, then introduces the basic concept of Production— Rule method for the representation of generaliza-
tion rules. In the third section, the main rules of vegetation map generalization are analyzed in detail and some of them are represented
with the Production— Rule method as examples. An example depicts the application of these rules and the results of generalization in
the forth section. At last a conclusion part in the fifth section summarizes the contents of the paper and discusses the future works.
Key words: vegetation map; map generalization; generalization rules; generalization operation



