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Abstract  Geographic Information System (GIS) is more and more important in the development of information,

security, economy, and research of China. The National Natural Science Foundation of China( NSFC) has pushed

ahead basic and applied basic research of GIS. In this paper, the analysis is given about the GIS projects supported

by NSFC from 1991 to 2001 according to the three aspects of award program quantities, articles in core refereed

journals, and the fosters of scientific talents, with the example of the programs supported by the Geography

discipline of the departments of Earth Sciences. A comparison was made between the projects supported by NSFC

and NSF of U. S during 1991~ 2001. In order to quicken the basic and applied basic research of GIS, we advice

NSFC to increase the award GIS programs quantities step by step, support excellent multi-corporation and multi—

disciplines “GIS research communities, and add GIS items in the Guide to Programs of NSFC.
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