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Abstract: In order to set up a useful classification framework for general contract of design—build system, this paper
firstly conducts a comprehensive literature review on previous classifications. Then the classification rules were closely
investigated and assessed. Finally, design stages were adopted as the most fundamental rule for DB classification, and
four general contract of DB have been identified, which are develop and consiruction, enhanced design—build tradi—
tional design—build and novation design—-build.
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