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Abstract New findings from recent studies on brain iron metabolism, especially the discovery of mu-
tations in the genes associated with iron transport, storage or regulation in the brain, are more than e-
nough to conclude that the increased brain iron is an initial cause of neuronal death at least in some neu-
rodegenerative diseases. The excess iron accumulation in the brain may lead by the disrupted expres-
sion or function of iron metabolism proteins induced by either genetic or nongenetic factors. It is the
increased brain iron that triggers a cascade of deleterious events, leading to neuronal death in these dis-
orders. In this article, the recent advances in the study on mechanisms of iron transport in the brain
and the relationship between the increased brain iron and neurodegenerative disorders were discussed.
Also, current knowledge on brain iron distribution and function w as briefly review ed.
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