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 Cantonese: g’ [kod]
e Mandarin: g [K¥\]

I — & A
Jatl go3 jan4
Y1 geé rén
one CL person

‘one person’

o N/E/1E
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Research Questions

* How did the general classifier i# go’ develop
diachronically and acquire other functions
(including stance marking) in Cantonese?

* Is there an etymological relation between the

classifier I# g0’ and adnominal marker *E g¢’ in
Cantonese?
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Previous Studies

* Shi (2002) and Wang (2008) explores the inter-
relation among the classifier, demonstrative and
genitive marker among the southern dialects.

* Yao (2009) identifies similar inter-related
functions of i in Hakka.

* Sio (2012) explores the usage and properties of
the Cantonese adnominal marker and SFP vk

90
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Etymology of 4/ f7)/ & '

¥ ~ B &
ErE
. & 81
] g 55 1 #
« Radical: ™ = 77T bamboo E % t
R
, - \ N = == =
(2) i gan  wan ¢ = g

(i} - = ™

bamboo pod 111}-'riﬂd GE
“T'en thousand pieces ot bamboo pod’

(SEEC) £129 (BEIE)
W. Han, 1%t c. B.C.
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As a Measure Word

(3> It )2 57 ge
53 K2 LU
deer leather tour GE

‘Four pieces ot deer leather’

. — (BF&) (Warring States, ca 5% c. B.C.)
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As a Demonstrative %

. BEMEME  BRAEE - 24 BMEE .
TAEE?  BEM - 2AH: (&R K
Z‘E\f';/\ﬁﬁ’fﬂ %K%Aﬁﬁ%ﬁ EEm? ., =
(IEBE) 5=+=: 3EFE_+7 NSD, 6thc) %

e Al

- B A e K7 K
(4) DEM person name what t
"What is this/that person’s name?’ ﬁ

Lit. “This/that person names what?’ A
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As a Adnominalizer?

(5) hao ge rénjia nan nii you shénme zui  guo
— ==z y
T N AZx B 7 . B TE £ @B ?
good GE famuly male female have what guilt  error

‘A good tamuly of male and temale, what guilt do they have?’

— (tH=% - FEAME) (Five Dynasties, 10th c.)

e Potential source: I - [ AXRBY > H 1 AREL?

* (Classifier > adnominalizer (also known as modification
marker, association marker, genitive marker or
relativizer)
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“Cantonese historical documents &
used in this study

o (T=%3%) , Anonmymons, 17" c.

o (= mi=R ), Anonymons, 17% /18 c.

o (%:%) by 2+ & Chiw Tsz-yung, 1828

* Vocabulary of the Cantonese Dialect, by Morrison, 1828
* Cantonese Made Easy, by Ball, 1888
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CHINESE COURTSHIP.

IN VERSE

T0 WHICH I8 ADDID,
AN APPENDIX,
TREATING OF THE REVENUE OF CHINA,
&e. &e.

nY

PETER PERRING THOMS.

LONDON :

PUBLISHED BY PARBULY, ALLEN, AND EINGATURY, LEADEN RALL-STREET,
-

40LD BY JORN MURBAY, ALBEMALE-STREET ; AND BY TRHOMNAS

ILAKEHARE, 14, CITY-ROAD.

WACAD, CHINAC
ONGRABLE EAST IXDIA COMPANY'S PREWY.

18%4.

PRINTXD AT THE H
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1in Cantonese
(FE) (late Ming, 17" ¢, opera lyics

o Classifier Demonstrative

ﬁg B A = He g & | rhoms 1824
_Eﬁﬁﬂﬁf H R E

g/
=
3
SR
A

&
BY

b 3
L:-:

R 38 B 3k B
27 S
(B

'
s
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As a Adnommahzer@) in Cantonese

(6) & T i Wi iE AU - IR AR IR IR RT B E -
EIrEEABEXREZ - EERBRZ AT

R} < BBIET -

—++ 4

— (_fafcE) (17th/18thc opera lyrics )
* ‘What 2 Haam-Ma Silly god!’

o ¥F— BAFITE A > &F T b AU 7
o f - [ AXRBU >4 ARSBL?
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As an Adverbializer in Cantonese

METEEMER . ENE R FEL - Rl
BEFE++ - tHREGIESA -

— -+ 4

— (&) (17"/18hc.)

e im W B & & H0
talk 1SG real GE very heartbraking
“Talking about me, it 1s really heartbreaking!’

o Cf Mandarin &5 W E 8150

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 13
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As a Nominalizer in Cantonese

8) RER NI EEZFH B -
[EIER R = !
— (_fJ1E5E) a7th/18%c.)

‘Look at these two who dress in white in the
poolside...’

(g o] L Y,
9) ZF I
dress white GE
‘the ones who dress in white’

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP
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e (Cantonese e Mandarin
o *ZFHE
* possible in Early Mandarinr?
10z B @ AInzZE B B
dress white GE dress white NMZ
‘the ones who dress in white’ ‘the one who dress in white’

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 15
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(12) (BHEEZEIETERE - T i i |
‘But for the fortune of getting a Wi

— (EEL2EH ) (a HK film pt

o {ENE: affirmative and remifis
o *TMNE T LABIZE % | (modern (;antorlfglémérsm|

13, K&, Y . . [ Rall 1838,

N .';{_; 'ﬂjll } empbatic-affrmative. Ball 1888: Cantonese Made Easy
. 8 '&%1 - | -

15. Ke},'ﬂ%; somewhat similar to thg last, or simply euphonic.

16, Ko, /l\, same s last. o o |

S — Y . v e 4 .. I T T T
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e Southern Dialects

e (Cantonese

o {@&-type SFP

e HYis notused in colloquial

Cantonese

o FEEMEAREE!"

* Northern Dialects

« Mandarin

o« *{E-type SFP

H-type SFP
"AEEBERFH !

* (Cantonese use goJ (attested in
the 19 century) and IBf ge3
(attested from the 20®

century).
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Frequency Usage of B in 17% to 19t .

I classi- | demon- | adver- | nomi- | classifier ~ SEFPp S
fier strative | bializer | nalizer | adnominalizer

{250

(AT c) 40 17 / / / / 57

—THMESE |y 7 10 8 3 / 139

(17t /18% ¢)

R (1-52)

TS H

(1828) 16 12 / / / / 28

Bridgman

(1844) 152 93 / / / / 245

Contemporary 5

Cantonese v &0 § i * (geﬁ

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP



Q 1[)(”){!;;‘1'(\;;\[  UNIVERSITY T T
L CCHINIC UL ¢ FLRS ]
z TR NGLISH

- XA
Contemporary Cantonese

« WA

« *332 /g0’ bin!/ - #3#8 /go” bin!/
e *H & HE /) . H IS0

« *ZEH B - BEHE

I—

HRBETMEZ | - BRUWEBETLEZ x|

1 08 functional
counterpart of Mandarin

iy
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ek 1n Cantonese
 Nominalizer: & B ‘one dressing in white’
 Adnominzlier

— Relativizer: Fil-e£ 5 ‘the thing that I do’
— Associative marker: B ERI My uncle’
— Genitive marker: FrE3ER ‘My apple’
Modification marker: #F#%3f ‘good cat’
e Sentence final particle: B MG O] D E] =+ |
* Pronunciation:

— Stressed [ked]
— Unstressed [kod]

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 20
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VOCABULARY

OF THE

CANTON DIALECT.

BY R. MORRISON, D. D.

PART. L

ENGLISH AND CHINESE.

MACAO, CHINA,
PRINTED AT THE HMONORABLE LAST INDIA COMPANY'S PRESS,

BY G, J. STEYN, AND BROTHER.

1528.
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Farliest Examples of ¥k

nominalizer
R ey

AUTHOR, «ﬂ: ifsah shu ka._', ,ﬁ % i‘l‘: 'A{t Clu shu-
To publish with original noles, .ﬁﬁ k

Is only the Book maker, the Printer

lap shuet.

Tsow shu kay Juni
and Publisher.

relativizer

s s

Genitive marker
N

BELIEVE, what he says, %" B 35 5 Sun kuy kay shuct:

wa, Believe firmly, % 1%:‘ Tuk sun,

R OE oy Ir-l- -—-J— ., ______ i s d
ﬂ Kum yat. Each day. H}- H Mooy yat. One day’s

wnrk. — E@I_ :‘;‘{ Yat yat kay kung foo. Day time,

Associative marker

FALSE, <u kay.| Adjective suffix

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP
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Why ¥% can be a SFP?

* Morrison (1828): IVCD

» I E&RMHex * Nominalizer ~ SFP
« FERERRMH ¢z

- [ HMaMHez

° E’E‘ET\EET//%H%

° "//%[

H %

e HI

H %

. Z;E'VIF%EE - REE ¢ Adjective suffix?? ~ SFP
/"\éi
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Why F% can be a SFP?

(13)Ek & % W B
waak6ze2 hai6 gom?2 ge3
perhaps COP DEM NMZ~SEP

May be it’s like this.’

* In Cantonese, we virtually utterance every
sentence with SFP, the sentence-final
nominalizer was reanalyzed as a stance marker

with affirmative/emphatic meaning.

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP
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Source of ¥k’

ly‘m } en:phatm-nfﬁrmanve | Ball 1888

.Ke ﬂ% somewhat. shmilar to t.he lnst or mmply euphonic.

Ku /l\- same 8 last o |
— ~=1Y . “ s 4 a Y . A L ovrta__

& o0’ versus Wk oe’: very similar in pronunciation
BB IE o] LARIE & 18 = FbhE o] DE1= 8
SFP: & > gk

What about the nominalizer and adnominalizer?

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP
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F > ek

14 BA  x BRIE? =BA ¢ SRE?
Yesterday GE cake Q yesterday GO cake Q
"‘Where is yesterday’s cake?” Lit. “Yesterday’s cake [Q] ?’

 (): zero marker for adnominal marker

« N+ ¢+ {& + N: CL @ looks like adnominal usage

- fhe — = 4

- RRTEE (1625 ) ~ RERE ( _TGEE )
* Mandarin
— HHIA ‘good [’s] person’

— Adj + HJ + N: B9 looks like an associative marker

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 26



Q'e/

THE HO

mﬁ‘il I }

5] ent ¢
P)L\ 1(11\{ NIVERSITY
( I C RSI ,MGLISH

B > ¥EE

%—_E VEPE, I,“\ [I)E 7 = K E l@; EE'\il-/u\u}E ?

Function words tend to be unstressed over time

— English: of /pv/>/av/
— Mandarin: B9 [ti] > [to]

IE: Stressed [keA] Unstressed [ko]
Hypothesis

— 1@ frequently appears in N + CL + N context = reanalyzed
as a productive adnominal marker

— @& [ko] > [kx] > [ko] BB  (vowel centralized and weakened)

— Stressed > unstressed, suggesting greater integration
— [ko] > [ke] in stressing context

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 27
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The tamily of ¥ as SFP

e [} ke- <factal>

o IBf ked+ > ke’ <complain; defense; Q>

o &% ked +1F a1 > B2 kad <factal+mild tone>

o [Ef ked + al > kal <factal+question>

Sam WONG & Foong Ha YAP 28
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Semantic Map of

[ Measure Word (of bamboo?) — general classifier — demonstrative — DEM.distal

E2=:! FERZIUY 4 A i
!
adnominal marker? — nominalizer —ko—ke M€}
H4r AXRBR/IEREREE ZFEB O\ (=
l ! N
adverbializer? SEP adj suffix

as B B I 5/0 EollEZERE R

+al | +0F
kal

{5 IH vex
|

L+

Ieg~
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