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a. To seek to eliminate it from the environment is impossible. ©

b. My having had what I describe as a mental image of Charlotte Street was necessitated by one or
another of certain neural events.

c. Another glance show ed me that it was carried on a stick by a man.

(10 (infinitive) ()3 (ger
und) , (finite verb)

" a.lts absence was a factor to be taken into account.

® Biber et al. (1999)
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b. Interest is now developing in a theoretical approach involving reflection of Alfv n waves.

c. The US yesterday welcomed a proposal made by the president of Colombia, Peru and Bolivia.
"a 11b e
(past participle)

2a.She called me to say a lawyer was starting divorce proceedings.
b. He got up and refilled the teapot, then his cup, adding a touch of skimmed milk.
c¢. We measured a seasonal total of 56. 99cm precipit ation in the two caged raingauges, compared to

56.78cm on the open plots.
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The Criteria, Method and Result

of the (lassification between Noun and Verb

SHI Dinlxu
(Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University )

Abstract: T his paper is an attempt to establish a set of criteria for distinguishing nouns and
verbs. The basic assumption is that the categorization of concrete words should be based on
their meaning rather than their syntactic functions. There is no one-te-one correspondence
between word classes and syntactic functions and it is therefore difficult to classify words ae-
cording to their functions. It is easier, on the other hand, to classify words according to their
semantic content, as long as a way can be found to categorize words that represent abstract
actions or abstract entities.
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