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constructions show high-transitivity property in the features of higher affectedness and lower a-
gency. On the other hand, the “affectee” and “causer” in two constructions differ in direct affect-
edness vs. indirect affectedness, and direct causation vs. indirect causation. These differences can
be interpreted by a uniform reason on syntagmatic iconicity of sentence: an indirect role tends to
occupy external argument position while a direct role tends to occupy the internal argument posi-
tion assigned by prepositions Bei and Ba .

Key words: transitivity, indirect affectedness, indirect causation, iconicity

Li, Jiequn, Origin and development of the conjunction Ze

This essay is to make a textual research on the original meaning of Ze, a Chinese character
inscribed in ancient bronze of west zhou Dynasty. It is concluded that it means “to divide” rather
than “to carve” originally. The process of the evolution of the meaning of Ze is discussed, from
“division in terms of ranking” to “regulation”, “constitution”, and further to a function word of
conjunction.

Key words: ze, conjunction, evolution

Qian, Zongwu, On syntactic characteristics of Jinwen Shangshu

The article completely analyses object-preposed sentences, passive sentences, judgment sen-
tences, and dual object sentences in Jinwen Shangshu . By comparing Jinwen Shangshu with Or-
acle texts, Bronze inscriptions and written Chinese in other Pre-Qin documents, it gives the main
syntactic characteristics of the sentence types above.

Key words: Jinwen Shangshu , Chinese in Qin and Han dynasties, syntactical characteristics

Zhang, Meng, On usage of men as predicate in Pre -Qin Chinese

Men is a common noun. It also served as a predicate in ancient Chinese sentences, usually
considered as an instantiation of the flexible application of noun. This article investigates examples
about predicative usage of men in Zuozhuan and analyses problems of how to define the part of
speech of predicative men, according to its collocation, grammatical function and lexical mean-
ing. Then the investigation is extended to seventeen documents of the pre-Qin period and Shisan
Jing. The paper discovers the source of non-noun usage of “men” and features of applicable
range. It suggests that the predicate men shows a kind of offensive and defensive behavior by em-
phasizing a specific place for performing actions, and that men is a noun used flexibly.

Key words: flexible application of parts of speech, Pre-Qin Chinese, men, Noun

Shi, Dingxu, Su, Jinzhi & Zhu, Zhiya, Special features of Hong Kong written Chinese

This is a detailed description of some unique features found in Hong Kong written Chinese,
in comparison with standard Modern Chinese. The possible sources of these features are also dis-
cussed, which include English, Cantonese and some spontaneous changes. The materials are
drawn from three major newspapers in Hong Kong.

Key words: Hong Kong, written Chinese, unique features, standard Chinese
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