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Key words: verb, object, construction, not wholly semantically designated, semantic

interaction, semantic integration

SHI Dingxu, The semantic and syntactic roles of the interrogative particle va (M) in
the Shanghai dialect

The sentence-final particle va in Shanghai dialect is a marker for yes-no questions. A va
question can function as the complement clause of a bridge verb. Va is not compatible with
negative clauses, and within the domain of va wh-expressions will function as existential
elements. The syntactic properties of va can be accounted for if a va question is analyzed as
an AB-not-A question, with va playing the role of negative and interrogative morpheme at the
same time.

Key words: Shanghai dialect, sentence-final particle, AB-not-A question, bridge verb

SHI Feng, WEN Baoying, Vowel development of Mandarin-speaking children

This paper is a phonetic study based on current first language acquisition theory. The
seven first class Chinese vowels /a, i, u, y, 9, 7, 1/ produced by 40 Mandarin-speaking
children aging from 1 to 6 were analyzed through the computer-based analyzing system Mini-
Speech Lab supplemented by the traditional way of calculating the correctness rate of the vowel
production to investigate the process of Ll vowel acquisition. The results show that the
acquisition order of the seven first class Chinese vowels of the Children is /a/ >/i/ >/a3/ >
/u/ >/1/>/1/>/y/. Three developmental phases are observed in terms of age: before 2,
from 2 to 3, and after 3. The articulation errors committed by children are systematic.
Children of different ages report different error patterns. Moreover, children acquire their native
vowels systematically, which can be explained by phonological typology.
Key words: Mandarin-speaking children, vowel acquisition, acquisition order, systematical

development

HU Fang, On the distinctive features for the high front vowels in Ningbo and Suzhou
Wu dialects with reference to sound changes of high vowels

This paper describes the distinctive features for the high front vowels in Ningbo and
Suzhou Wu dialects. The articulatory data show that the three high front vowels [i y v] in
Ningbo have a similar lingual configuration but differ in lip gestures, namely spread for [i],
horizontal protrusion for [y], and vertical protrusion for [ v]. The results are supported by
the acoustic data. The feature of frication distinguishes the four high front vowels [i y 1 Y] in
Suzhou into two groups: [i v] in Suzhou are comparable to the plain [i y] in other dialects
or languages; [i y] in Suzhou are fricative vowels. On the basis of the presented phonetic
evidence, the paper discusses the historical development of the high front vowels in these two
dialects in particular and in Chinese dialects in general.
Key words: distinctive features, lip rounding, horizontal protrusion, vertical protrusion,

fricative vowels, sound changes of high front vowels
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