Abstract: The authors studied some historical paradoxes in China’s class politics and class discourse. In the

1980s and 1990s, class discourse in China disappeared with the formation of a new working class structure. The
concept of class became restricted to a small academic group, and was completely replaced by the newly fash-
ionable concept of social stratification. Consequently, a process of depoliticization occurred in contemporary Chi-
na. The behavior of Chinese intellectuals and their focus on social stratification and social inequalities further si-
lenced the class discourse, and cancelled out the emerging understanding of class conflicts resulting from China’s
rapid societal change. The reemergence of class analysis, except in certain instances, continues the discourse of

depoliticization, preempting possible criticism of China’s transition to global capitalism.
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