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@sii na. —me.
seat — here: COP®
‘Here is a seat. ’ ( Koelle1968)
Wtaig mi  pe den de.
tell me where they COP
“Tell me where they are. ’ ( Borezky 1988)

Ambulas “wan” ( Wilson 1980) Mokilese
“loar” ( Harrison 1976)  Cahuilla “p(?) ”(Seiler 1977)
Bvéte dé wak a wan méné kaapuk yéménén.
seel and he said ah FOC you  not you: went

‘He saw him and said “Ah so you did not go. "’ ( Wilson 1980)
“pw” ( Gardiner 1957)
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(ONwn pw jt nrw.
Nun  COP father gods
“The father of the gods is Nun. ’ ( Gardiner 1957)
(@kemiskinan adalah/ialah tansangan bagi Indonesia.
poverty COP challenge for  Indonesia
‘Poverty is a challenge for Indonesia. ’ ( Tadmor 2007)

“se” ( Muysken & Veenstra

1995)  Papiamentu “ta” ( Kouwenberg & Muysken 1995)
(18Se sou chen meg yo we pis.
FOC LOC dog  thin 3pl see flee
‘It” s on a thin dog that the fleas can be seen. ’ ( Muysken & Veenstra 1995)
19Ta e buki m’ -a duna - bu.
FOC  the book 1sg—past give —2sg
‘I gave you the book. ’ ( Kouwenberg & Muysken 1995)
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@David hu xole. ©
David TM sick
‘David is sick.’
Augustin( 2007) ( Swahili) “ndi”
o Payne( 1997)  Lowes
(2006) ( Tibeto — Burman languages) o
Buli “ka” Dagbani “la”
Konni “wa” o ( Schwarz 2009)
00 = nob k&t té.
she =eat TM beans
‘She eats beans. ’
@)d = pubi la tuya.
she = eat TM  beans
‘She eats beans. ’
@3 = nobi wa tao.
she = eat ™ beans
‘She eats beans. ’
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Wonderly( 1952) Chiapas Zoque
“te( ?) 7 ~ ~
@9maha te? tak. ( )
big DEM  house
“This house is big. ’
@0pan = te?. ( )
man =3sg
‘He is a man.’
@D2ah = te?( )
1sg =COP
Tt"s me.’
@TePwa? = te? te? yomo iwa — hi?p = mih NY - mang — pa Kutiama. ( )
DEM = COP FM woman  who — with = you 2sg — go Coapilla
“This is the woman you ( will) go to Coapilla with. ’
@rey — ?is =aPm te yakizop —u makgkuy ora—sen ?Pomo. ( )
king TM  answer four hour at
“The king’ s answer is “At four o’ clock. "’
©) /
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Grammaticalization of Copula — Process and Tendency
SHI Dingxu' & HAN Weifeng'’

("The Hong Kong Polytechnic University Hong Kong ;’Donghua University Shanghai 201620)

Abstract This paper takes a close look at the grammaticalization of copula across languages with a

focus on “shi” in Chinese. The grammaticalization cline of copula is depicted as starting from the ad-

jectival through verbal and pronominal uses to the copular use which finally developed itself into a

focus marker. Based on historical and dialectal evidence it is pointed out that

“shi” has a tendency

to grammaticalize itself into a topic marker. All the stages involved follow the principles of grammati—

calization put forward by Hopper( 1991 1996) . Related typological studies also prove the cline a u—

niversal path.

Key words: copula; grammaticalization; linguistic universal
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