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On the Usage of “Have”

in the “V — Le + Have + Num + Cl + ( NP) ”

JIN Jing
(Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies The Hong Kong Polytechnic University )

”

Abstract This paper centers on the “V —le + have + Num + Cl + ( NP) ” sequence in spoken Man-
darin Chinese. On the basis of a thorough investigation it is revealed that you “have” contained in
this expression is both syntactically and semantically different from the verb have which is used as
the head of the predicate; rather have here functions to subjectively emphasize plurality and trigger
cerlain presupposition that is associated with non — truth — value semantics. It is further proposed that
such a grammatical function of have is derived from the “possessive” and “up to” meaning exhibited

by you.

Key words: have; plurality; grammatical function
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