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On the L ogical Nature of Pragmatic | nference
——Towards a Formal Theory of Pragmatics
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Abstract: This paper explores the logical nature of pragmatic reasoning. After introducing the basic features of
abductive inference and its constraining principles in logic and computing science, we contrast abduction with
pragmatic inference, with specia reference to the pragmatic principles in Gricean theory and relevance theory.
The conclusions are that pragmatic reasoning is no more than abductive inference as applied to verbal
communication and that pragmatic principles are just special forms of abductive principles. Pragmatic reasoning
is not that independent, nor is it necessary to establish “the logic of language use’. Finally, we explore the
relationship between abduction and probability with the hope of establishing a probability-based formal theory
of abductive pragmatics.
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