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Abstracts of Major Papers in This Issue

LI Yafei, On the analytical vs. synthetic approaches in linguistic research

This paper examines the methodology in linguistic research, noting that “divide-and-conquer™ ,
though a fruitful and arguably necessary approach to complex problems due to its ability to produce
accuracy and detail, is also the culprit for many theoretical debates that are unnecessarily time- and
resource-consuming. Via two specific examples, the debates on the syntax-morphology interface and
the nature of temporal iconicity, it argues that it is beneficial to the field for the researchers to be
truly aware of the limitations of the divide-and-conquer method. It shows that apparently opposing
views may in fact be complementary to each other and that the best solution to a long-lasting
controversy may simply lie in combining the valid elements of both sides. '
Key words; analytical vs. synthetic, syntax-morphology interface, temporal iconicity, causative,
lexicalist, formal and functional linguistics, resultative, serial verb construction

YANG Shusen, On the difference between onomatopoeias and exclamations

This paper discusses the difference between onomatopoeias and exclamations in the following
aspects ; lexical meanings, parts of speech, grammatical functions, expressiveness, situations of use
and pronunciation features. It is argued that onomatopoeias are content words whereas exclamations
are functional. This paper also discusses with Professor XING Fuyi on his *Inner consistency of
onomatopes” , emphasizing theoretical self-consistency in linguistic research.
Key words: onomatopoeias, exclamations, onomatopes, difference, theoretical self-consistency.

CHU Zexiang, The word-class status of words of place in Chinese and its typological
significance

It has been controversial among Chinese linguists whether words of place ( WOPs) in Chinese
should be treated as a part of speech ( POS). Based on the syntactic criteria for differentiating
WOPs from nouns, this paper proposes the necessity to regard WOPs as a separate POS from a
diachronic-typological perspective. As a result of substantive words division prior to the Qin
Dynasty, WOPs broke away from nouns as a separate POS in the Western Han period, when locative
words developed rapidly. Using WOPs as a typological parameter, world languages can be divided
into WOP languages such as Chinese and Ewe, and WOP-less languages like English and Ika. It
also emphasizes that in diachronic studies of Chinese grammar closer attention should be paid to the
development of substantive words.
Key words: words of place, position in word classes, typology, diachronic

Sze-Wing TANG, Syntactic properties of sin ( &) in Cantonese interrogatives

This paper discusses various grammatical properties of the particle sin in Cantonese
interrogatives through a syntactic approach and proposes that sin is a sentence-final particle
conveying mood. It is argued that this particle is a type Il sentence-final particle, occurring in the
matrix clause of interrogatives, whose distribution is very different from the adverb sin (%) *first’
that is related to time and order, although they are apparently homonyms.
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Key words: sin, sentence-final particle, interrogative, adverb, syntax, Cantonese

MENG Pengsheng, An interpretation of some phonetically borrowing characters in Chinese
classic texts )

In Chinese classic texts, i. e. traditional heritage and recent excavations, there are a lot of
phonetically borrowing characters that have not been accounted for before. Some of them have even
been mistaken for generations, bringing great inconvenience to readers today. Through their
pronunciations, this paper seeks and explains the meanings of 19 phonetically borrowing characters
that have never been explained or only been explained inadequately. This paper aims to help both
readers in the comprehension of Chinese classic texts and dictionary compilers in the interpretation of
phonetically borrowing characters.

Key words: classic Chinese semantics, seeking meaning through pronunciation, phonetically
borrowing character, interpretation

ZHAO Tong, An explanation of the alternation between characters of Middle Chinese velar

initials and labial initials in the excavated Chu documents of the Warring States Period
Alternation between characters which were velar initials and labial initials respectively in

Middle Chinese is found in excavated Chu documents of the Warring State Period, which indicates

that labialized velar initials became labial initials when followed by back vowels in anciemt Chu

dialect sometime approximately between the seventh to the fifth centuries BC.

Key words: excavated documents, ancient Chu dialect, labialized velar, sound change

SU Peicheng, More reflections on the development of the Standardized Chinese Character List
Presented in this paper are the following points; 1. Characters used only in the ancient literary
Chinese are to be excluded in The Standardized Chinese Character List. 2. The range of analogized
simplification should be the range of The Standardized Chinese Character List. 3. It is neither
necessary nor possible to make a total change of the cases of “one simplified form, multiple complex
forms” into a unified rule of “one simplified form, one complex form™. 4. New-print types should
be employed in the use of the original complex forms.
Key words: Standardized Chinese Character, common characters, interchangeable characters, rare
characters, variant form of characters, original complex forms and simplified forms of characters,
new and archaic character forms

SU Xinchun, LIN Jinzhan, A statistic analysis of the counts of Putonghua syllables and the
distribution of characters among syllables. A case study of the phonetic notation materials in
The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary ({3 {;iEiRH#))

The phonetic notations of the entry characters in The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary constitute
a collection of valuable materials reflecting the real pronunciation of today's Chinese, which lays a
solid foundation for summarizing the syllabic system of Putonghua. This paper provides statistics of
syllables with and without tones in the phonetic notations of single-character entries to display
Putonghua’ s syllabic system and describe the average count, maximum count, and distribution of
Chinese characters among syllables. This paper also provides three principles in summarizing
Putonghua’ s syllabic system from the phonetic notation materials of the dictionary; 1) Sticking to
synchronic research based on the segmentation of historical periods; 2) Reflecting the distinet
features of being autonomous, static and systematic as an syllabic system; 3) Displaving the
matching laws of initials, finals and tones.
Key words; The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary, Putonghua syllable, count of Chinese characters
in one syllable
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