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Abstract

Most parents in Hong Kong believe that education is the most important
vehicle for one’s success and achievement. Given parents’ strong desire to
cultivate children in pursuit of excellence, education of the gifted has gained
much of their attention. This has in turned sparked off a series of discussions
among the local educationalists on how best to educate the gifted. Despite
criticisms in recent years, education of the gifted has only changed superficially
to uphold eugenics and IQism and preserve inequality in today’s society. But
is “genius” a neutral concept? Does “genius” exist as an objective reality?
Are there any objective standards to identify “geniuses”? Is this ideology
against the development of human potential? This article questions the pursuit
of education of the gifted and exposes the fallacy underlying its development.
It starts with an exploration into the concept of “genius” and the social
constructionist’s view of intelligence. It then discusses the social conditions
that foster the growth of “genius”, “IQism” and “meritocracy”. Although
these ideas have already faded in western societies, local education of the
gifted still embraces them as if they were the truth. The latter part of the
article attempts to uncover the potential dangers of education of the gifted,
and invites readers to consider how the future development of education in
Hong Kong can foster a free and equal environment for our children to
develop their potential to the full.
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